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-rec - V “Ше of the Ancient Maya, 
When Mike Coe and | discussed the general direction to take in creating Royal Cities of the 


x Ak E ch st Frederick Catherwood's 
we agreed that | should attempt to provide a photographic equivalent of English artist Frec 


- > TES зп mule back and carried a 
renowned drawings and lithographs of the Maya world In ће 18505 Не trave led on mule 


| лае ана ҮК ОЕ 
сатега lucida, which allowed him іо accurately trace the с omplex forms of Maya architecture tor his metic рр dedo 
works. Digitalera advancements have enabled me to c omposite many of the photographs in a way that would have been 
impossible in an earlier age | тя 
> are a number of images in the book thal present views of sites that cannot be seen even by visitors to those sites 
The stucco frieze at El Mirador [pages 24-25), for instance, was phe tographed under extremely difficult conditions, as the 
upper and lower rows of the frieze were separated by workmen's scaffolding. | had to shoot many individual images and 


S Rs e RM пет ү 
meticulously piece them together, absent the scaffolding. The 56-fooHona Вајатк и frieze (gatefold front between pages 56 


зе lo photograph те S 6 е 5по!, because опе can 
апа 57) 15 composited Гот ten photographs. | is impossible lo рпок graph ће епіїге [пеге in 0 single hot cause One ca 


stand no more than 8 feet away trom it. The white stucco frieze on the Acropolis summit at ЕК" Balam (pages ۱ 80-87) IS 0 
а composite, as many wooden columns support the thatched roof, precluding a clear shot. And each of ће photos that form 
Ihe composite had to be taken at ап odd angle; then their frontal perspectives had to be aligned and composited to create 

the finished image. No archaeologist has ever seen this frieze as it appears in this book. The photo of the three pyramids at 
the summit of the La Danta temple-pyramid, glimpsed through thick tropical foliage (pages 18-19), із, in fact. three separate 
photographs blended into a panorama to convey the feeling of the pyramids emerging from the dense jungle. The actual 


jungle vegetation was too thick to capture this sensation in one photograph. The other panoramic images in the book were 


created in a similar fashion 


Almost all ancient cultures were in awe of the sun and the moon and created rituals and made sacritices to ensure the 


nature. | arranged my trips through the Maya empire 
images, to acknowledge the 


continued existence of those potent and incomprehensible forces of 


to coincide with the full moon, which appears in a number of extraordinary power that these 
elemental forces had on the Maya people 


What | hope this book will impart to the reader із a sense of how | feels | 


© wander among the Maya tuins, to walk 
through the thick jungle and come upon these marvelous edifices. 


It is that sense of 


wonder that | have strived to capture in 
my photographs, presenting the ruins in a manner that emphasizes their beauty and 


the uniqueness of their architecture. 
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MAYA GENESIS 


A little over 170 years ago, two young explorers—the American lawyer and 
diplomat John Lloyd Stephens and the English topographical artist Frederick 
Catherwood—arrived at the ruins of the great Maya city of Сорап, in 
Honduras. lt was the height of the rainy season, and the fallen temples and toppled 
monuments were shrouded in dense, wet vegetation. As their local workmen began the task 


of clearing 


we sal down on the very edge of the wall, and strove in vain to penetrate the mystery by 
which we were surrounded. Who were the people that built this city? In the ruined cities 
of Egypt, even in the long-lost Petra, the stranger knows the story of the people whose 
vestiges are around him. America, say historians, was peopled by savages; but savages 
never reared these structures, savages never carved these stones. We asked the Indians 
who made them, and their dull answer was “Quien sabe?” “who knows?” 


In the course of their мо great journeys in Yucatán, Guatemala, southeast Mexico, 
and Honduras, and in the magnificent volumes published by Stephens in 1841 and 
1843, Stephens and Catherwood not only brought to light dozens of ruined cities but 
made it abundantly clear who had made them: the same Maya Indians that they had 


Ek' Balam: view of the central е | 
Ко Ое Acropolis [see traveled among, and по! Egyptians, lost tribes of Israel, Welshmen, or some other Old 


pages 184-89). World people. 


MAYA CIVILIZATION TIME LINE 


SIGNIFICANT 
DEVELOPMENTS 

Spanish Conquest 
Tulum 


League of Mayapán 


Toltec hegemony in Yucatán 
Maya-Toltec Chichén Itzá 


Toltec arrive in Yucatán 


Classic Maya collapse 
Río Bec, Chenes, Puuk cities 


Bonampak murals 


Height of Maya civilization 


Reign of Janaab Pakal 
at Palenque 


Teotihuacán interference 
and influence 


First lowland Maya dated 
stela at Tikal 


Massive pyramid-building 
in lowlands, San Bartolo 


Olmec civilization 
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We now know a great deal about the Maya 
themselves. First of all, far from being near extinction (as 
some modern popular writers seem to believe), they are 
remarkably numerous: best estimates are that there are 
at least eight million people who speak one or another 
tongue belonging to the Mayan language family, most of 
them in northern Yucatán or in the highlands of Guatemala 
and Chiapas (Mexico). Many now live and work in the 
United States, part of a diaspora that resulted from a 
two-decade reign of terror conducted by the Guatemalan 
military from the late 19705 through the mid-1990s (some 
of the team washing your car might well be Maya). In 
the face of all sorts of repression, beginning of course 
with the long-drawn-out Spanish Conquest, their culture 
has been resilient as well as adaptable. In particular, the 
post-Conquest Maya have retained their religious vitality 
by melding native Maya beliefs and rituals with Catholic 
ones, so that it is often impossible to separate what is 
native trom what is European. 

Linguists have defined about twenty-nine or thirty distinct 
languages within the larger family, all of them as closely 
related to each other as, say, English is to other Germanic 
languages such as Dutch or Danish. While today they are 
mutually unintelligible, many thousands of years ago they 
were one; where this ancestral, ргою-Мауап tongue was 
spoken is a mystery, but some think it may have been in 
the western Maya highlands of Guatemala and Chiapas. 
Nevertheless, the area occupied by Mayan speakers is 
remarkably homogenous: no other linguistic group including 
the Aztecs) has ever managed to split up Maya territory in 
any lasting fashion. 
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As we shall see in this book, ће Maya realm was many: there was never anything 
like a “Maya Empire,” and even at the height of Maya civilization, numerous independent 
or quasi-independent city-states were scattered across the Maya region. One might 
therefore compare the Maya world to the small city-states of ancient Greece and 
Renaissance Italy. But in very recent decades, Maya hieroglyphic research has shown 
that Classic Maya elites were linked to each other by a high-status, literary language 
(апа writing system) that was shared by all—in the way that medieval Latin, for 
instance, once bound together the elites and intellectuals of Europe, no matter what 
internecine wars and other mayhem were going on. And while each city-state had its 
own unique characteristics, all of them remained bound up in a common social and 
religious environment with very deep rools in the past. 


MAYA ORIGINS 


There is not one Maya area, but three. In the far north lies the relatively flat limestone shelf of 
the Petén Yucatán Peninsula, which separates the Gulf of Mexico Кот the Caribbean. To its 
south are ће volcano-studded highlands of Chiapas and Guatemala. And finally, there is 
the Pacific coastal plain, 

As we now realize, the outer shell of our planet is made of a small number of enormous, 
rocky plates that are constantly in slow motion, pulling apart over the eons to form oceans, 
grinding together to form mountain chains; where one relatively heavy plate dips under a 
lighter опе, volcanoes are formed, and earthquakes may devastate the landscape. This із 
the case for the highlands of Guatemala; here, in a country no bigger than Ohio, there are 
no fewer than twenty-nine volcanoes, nine of them active during the past two centuries. The 
soils are rich, and fields can be cultivated almost year round, with abundant yields of that 
Mesoamerican staple food, corn (maize), along with beans, peppers, squashes, and many 
other crops. One might therefore expect that Maya civilization first arose here, but that was 
not the case. As we shall see, fully settled village life began on the Pacific coastal plain to 
the south, and the apogee of ancient Maya culture took place to the north. 

Driving south from Guatemala City to that coastal plain, one enters a different world, 
with temperatures that can only be called torrid. This is a mainly alluvial lowland, traversed 


MAYA GENESIS 


by numerous rivers originating in the highlands. Today it is largely devoted to cattle ranching 
and enormous sugar plantations, but in the pre-Spanish past it was а land covered by maize 
fields and groves of cacao (ће “chocolate tree”). Where the plain meets the sea there are 
mangrove-lined lagoons and estuaries that produce abundant fish and shellfish. It is in this 
environment that we have the first evidence of real villages, and the first Mesoamerican 
pottery and fired-clay figurines. Radiocarbon dates prove that this way of life had begun by 
at least 1800 вс, almost a millennium before the earliest known permanent settlements of 
the northern Maya area. One might expect these ancient peoples (dubbed "Mokaya" by 
archaeologists] to have been simple and unsophistic ated, but their ceramics are some of the 
best ever manufactured in the New World, they already show social stratitication, and we 


now know that they produced and drank chocolate! 


coastal plain, this one lying along 


the Olmec civilization, Мезоатепса 5 “mother culture,” as many archaeologists (inc luding 
me) believe. Here, as along the Pacific coast, rivers undulate across the landscape, flooding 
during the summer rains to cover natural river levees with annual deposits of rich mud. This is 
the most productive land for maize cultivation in all of the Americas 

About 1500 вс, San Lorenzo—Mesoamerica’s first civilized center—took shape, 
atop a natural plateau raised by an underlying salt dome Pottery trom the deepest 
excavation levels on this site suggest that it might have been founded by Mokaya people 
from across the isthmus. Destroyed by unknown antagonists about 900 вс, San Lorenzo 
was under the rule of powerful chiefs—or, more likely, real kings—who could order 
gigantic portraits of themselves and have them set up in plazas, presumably in front of 
their thatch-roofed clay palaces. These are the famous colossal heads, enormous 
sculptures of basalt quarried on the slopes of a distant volcano and brought by raft 
and human labor to San Lorenzo 

Well before San Lorenzo's downfall, these people already had a complex religious 
system, which featured such deities as the gods of maize and rain, carved by expert 
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sculptors using а stone-on-stone technique (metallurgy was not to appear in 
Mesoamerica for another thousand years). During the time of San Lorenzo's 
ascendancy, the Maya of the lowlands to the east were nothing more than 
simple hunters, gatherers of wild plant foods, and small-scale cultivators; they 
knew nothing of such arts as pottery, let alone massive stone sculpture. 

With the mysterious but total destruction of San Lorenzo, during which many 
dozens of huge stone monuments were defaced and/or smashed, another 
great Olmec center appeared well to its east: La Venta, situated on an island 
amid an extensive swamp just over the border between Veracruz and Tabasco. 
Occupied from about 900 to 400 вс, La Venta is noted for its 1 1O-foothigh 
pyramid, for a large number of stone sculptures, some of them bearing complex 
relief scenes involving costumed individuals and gods, and for its magnificent 
jade offerings and ceremonial deposits. Excavations have shown that jade 
and other polished green stones were in use as far back as the Early Preclassic 
period (1800-900 вс) on the Pacific coast and in ће Olmec area, often in the 


Monument 1, an Olmec colossal head from form of fine green celts; in a number of studies, archaeologist and epigrapher 


Karl Taube has shown that these were symbolic representations of ears of maize, 

the principal focus of Olmec religion. Some of the best jades are of a beautiful 
light blue color, and were apparently quarried in the mountains near Guatemala's Motagua 
River, a region where ancient tectonic plates had subducted to produce the conditions 
under which jade is formed. 

All Olmec art, whether in jade, clay, or stone, is extraordinarily beautiful, and its 
religious iconography is highly complex. In fact, it is no exaggeration to say that the Olmec 
invented most of the major gods worshiped throughout time and space in Mesoamerica. 
Indeed, Olmec influence can be detected in many of the nascent civilizations of 
Mesoamerica, including, as we shall see, the Maya. 

The big question is, what language or languages did the Olmec of San Lorenzo, La 
Venta, and other centers speak? Many scholars think that it was an ancestral form of Mixe- 
Zoquean, a linguistic family that includes a few tongues still spoken within the “Olmec 
heartland”; others have suggested that it might have been Mayan. We probably will never 
know, as we have no readable Olmec writing. The mystery remains. 
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San lorenzo, Veracruz. Early Preclassic, 
1400-900 вс. 


he San lorenzo 
| have mentioned that Maya lowland culture during the apogee of the San І 


Olmec was amazingly backward, and the Maya area proper may then have 
lightly populated Alter about 1000 вс, this forested world began to change possibly 
under the influence of La Venta to the west. To де! at the earliest Maya constructions 15 


no easy task, however, for Ihe later Maya ol the Late Preclassic and Classic periods 


been only 


built on the layer-cake principle. This entailed not the obliteration of old structures to 
build new ones, but the adding of buildings on top of older ones— the latter preserved 
to provide needed height as well as to honor the ancestors who had constructed those 
more ancient edifices 


In recent decades archaeologists working in the Petén of northern Guatemala and 


and Maya area, have discovered huge, deeply buried earth and clay 


elsewhere in the low 
platforms dating to the Middle Preclassic (ca. 1000-400 вс); at the important site of Ceibal 
on ће Río Pasión, these early temple builders had interred offerings of polished jade celts 
that may well have been made at La Venta 

From about 400 вс on, massive lemple construction was found all over the lowlands, 
often on an impressive scale. These buildings and platforms were constructed of earth 
and limestone fragments, and usually faced with limestone blocks — remember that ће 
entire peninsula is one vast limestone shelf. Over them a thick outer layer of white stucco 
was applied; frontal stairways were recessed and flanked by colossal stucco masks of 
gods, often painted. Since the manufacture of stucco entails the burning of limestone 
chunks with huge quantities of firewood, the result must have been major deforestation 
over wide areas and eventually an increase in erosion and the silting up of shallow 
waterholes and ponds. The consequences of this profligate use of forest resources will 
be apparent in later sections 
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| JAN BARTOLO 


| have mentioned “gods,” and it must be said here that the Maya religious system іп its full 
complexity was already present in the Late Preclassic period (400 вс-ло 250). This became 

| apparent іп 2001, through опе of those lucky chances that often result in great archaeological 
discoveries. On a hot day in the dry season of that year, at the small site of San Bartolo, in 

ће far northeastern corner of Guatemala, William Saturno, then a researcher with Harvard's 
Peabody Museum, took refuge from the sun in a looter's tunnel that had penetrated the base of 
a ruined pyramid. What he found there, left untouched by ће would-be thieves, was one of the 
greatest of all Mesoamerican murals, a virtual window into the supernatural world of the Late 
Preclassic Maya 

This masterpiece had originally been painted, around 100 вс, on the upper interior 
walls of a foursided, flatroofed building. Two of these walls had been demolished during 
an ancient rebuilding process, and two were still intact. Many fragments lay in the rubble, 
j апа are now being refitted in the project's laboratory. The north wall shows a zoomorphic 
Flower Mountain (see pages 126-27), complete with flowers and flitting oropendola 
birds; from its maw-like cave extends a feathered serpent, symbolizing the cloud-bearing 
breath of the mountain interior. Standing on the body of this snake we see the handsome 
young Maize God, his profile visage purely Olmec, along with his wife and other 
attendants, bearing in their hands the water and food that they have carried from this 
"mountain of sustenance.” 
| The reconstructed west wall of the San Bartolo structure deals with mythic material that we 
know from the Popol Vuh, the sacred book of the K'iche' Maya, written down in Roman letters in 
the early colonial period. In it, а pair of Hero Twins (Hunahpu and Xbalanque) shoot with their 
blowguns a monstrous bird who arrogantly claimed to be the Sun, after this creature alights on 
a tree to eat its fruit. The mural depicts four Hunahpus, arrayed at the four cardinal points, each 
sacrificing blood from his own penis before one of these cosmic trees and the giant avian. 

This is no ordinary bird, for he has а huge, pendant beak and ەںہ‎ ٥ 
characteristics, and wears the headdress of the Maya supreme deity, known as ltzamnaaj. 
Mayanists have designated him as the Principal Bird Deity (or PBD for short), and it is his 
massive stucco mask that so often flanks stairways on Late Preclassic temples. 
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EL MIRADOR 


'reclassic city of El Mirador, апа the "volcano" is 


lumbian pyramid in the Western Hemisphere, and in bulk 


| ма 
је мопа 


Left: Summit of ће Danta structure, ће largest ругатіа of the Pre-Columbian New 
300 вс-ар 100 


World. El Mirador, Late Preclassic 


І | А ہم‎ | 
Overleaf: A jungle-shrouded plaza at El Mirador, Guatemala 
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An excav atea temple-py ramid, 
El Mirador Like other late 
Preclassic structures in the 

city, this was built of massive 
limestone blocks and then 
covered with a thick coating 
of lime plaster 


great ancient city 


г = = Ores е slar а 

A few years ago | had ће good fortune to take a helicopter flight 0 Flores, the i 
capital of the Department of Petén in northern Guatemala norinwes! er allv unbroke 
of El Mirador, just south of the Mexican border. УМе were traveling over virtually | | А 5 
jungle, when іп the distance could be seen ће summits of two great 07 ia бы і ч қ 
ће 46-meter (1 50-foot) high forest сапору: the pilot ۱ Id me that this was El Mirador Изей 

Yet be / па ЕЇ Mirador, there were other structures оп the distant horizor тез и = 
ancient cities almost as large as the one we were flying toward. | reminded те of seeing 


Ihe skys rapers с! اہ‎ A ir m the deck of the Triboro Bri 198 


El Mirador lies in ће Mirador Basin а к ughly папа! а GIOI ing a littl > 
2,070 square kilometers (800 square miles). During the Late Preclassi period, trom about 
300 К 50. thi as the center ol the Ма ld th el Й hich 

ere true giants: El Mirador Nakbé. Tintal. Xulnal а Akná e finds extensive 
asona папа: illea bajos throughout tl [ ma 01 ће place in the 
ut Лама | lands. ТЇ re filled th sr during the May-to-l mi ган 
season, but as Ihe d ison ad they eventual Iry up. As anyone ho has lived 
1 rked in the КІ drinkir ater | pti па! сагсе fc ра Ji ear 
ne can die ot thirst in the Ist of the jungle 1 ever, ії appears that during the Late 
тесі ћ land e more like perennial, shallow lakes, in part fed by channels 
riginating in the “built landscape” that was El Mirador. But tha t happy situation did not last 
Гогемег, as we shall se 
El Mirador and th тег Z, ООО-уеаг-оа cities of the area were linked to each other 
by enormous sakbe'ob, or "white го 105 — great causeways built of 


crushed limestone: one 
reac hing El Mirador from Tintal is 39 Кії. meters (24 miles) ong 
different temple complexes 


within El Mirador's 39 square kilometers (15 square Alles! of 


Similar cause ways joined 


pyramids and other structures 


The te mp ales of El Mirador are basically huge е 5 


ерү еа pyramids of mixed earth an а 
faced with cut limestone b гама extracted Кот nearb зу quarries. One might 
дееп placed horizontally, but inst 


۱6۵0-۵8۴ into the mass of the 
great stability and strength but requiring at least thre 


limestone rubble 
have expected these great building stones to have | ead, ће 
substructure. providing 


е times more materials than он 
these pyramids and platforms was one large temple b 


architectoverseers had them placed "| 


erwise 
vilding with Мо 


the summits of 


2010:0۸16 ок тие АМС!ЕМТ МАҮА 


— ۹ 


smaller ones on either side of the upper platform. This “triadic” arrangement was Ma 
throughout the Mirador Basin and must reflect the triple nature of the unknown er : i 5 
were worshiped there. The larger of these temples seem to have had flat roofs supported by 
wooden beams, while the smaller ones had palm-thatched roofs. All of these structures фани 
covered іп thick layers of white stucco and painted with red hematite, colossal undertakings 
in their own right 

A good example of such a temple that has been fully excavated and restored із the 
relatively small Structure 34 of El Mirador. A fourtiered basal platform in the form of an 
сива Т is reached by the usual inset stairway; on it rests the usual triad of two subsidiary 
temples and the principal temple. The latter із fronted by another recessed stairway, which 
is flanked by two enormous stucco masks of а somewhat anthropomorphic PBD 

Consider now the Danta temple-pyramid, lying at the terminus of a long sakbe. This 
vast, complex structure is 72 meters 6 feet) tall, and is estimated to have a volume of 
200,000 cubic meters [260,000 cubic yards), far outstripping Egypt's Great Pyramid in 
bulk. To raise such an architectural behemoth was а mind-boggling task: its facing consisted 
of limestone blocks oriented inward; the inhabitants lacked metal tools to shape these blocks 
and, as beasts of burden were unknown in ancient Mesoamerica, all materials had to be 
carried on human backs Archaeologist Richard Hansen, the director of the Mirador Basin 
project, estimates that 15 million man-days were necessary to build the Danta pyramid 
alone, not to mention all the other triadic temples, platforms, and plazas within the 
cilys confines 

This raises the thorny question of how many persons could have lived at that time in 
this huge city? Was the bulk of the labor force engaged in building activities from within 
El Mirador, or from the surrounding countryside? We should think of lowland Maya cities as 
consisling not of streets and avenues and сіїу blocks like those of Chinese or Mesopotamian 
cities, but rather of low-density urbanism, with no street plans at all. Even 50, given the huge 
size of the undertaking, the population of El Mirador and its suburbs could пої have been 
much less than 100,000 persons, and probably a lot more. 

Such а multitude of mouths to feed must have required the production of an agricultural 
surplus. There has been much speculation as to whether the margins of the bajos could 
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have been used for maize agriculture, in addition to ће milpas (shifting maize fields) in 
ће surrounding hinterland, but there is little evidence to support this idea. Certainly these 
wetlands could have provided adequate drinking water for the city at its height. 
How might have such a megalopolis been governed? Was the Mirador Basin under 
the sway of one dynasty? There is a curious scarcity of stone monuments in El Mirador and 
other neighboring cities that could have Ihrown light on this question. А very large number 
of fine, "codexstyle" pottery vases were looted in modern times from small structures in 
Nakbé that date to a Late Classic re-occupation of the site. Of these, eleven list the names 
and accession dates of a series of nineteen kings belonging to the Kan ("Snake") Dynasty. 
Now Ihe great city of Calakmul during the Classic period was ruled by the very same 
dynasty; as none of these names appears on Calakmul's own monuments, it is believed by 
scholars that the personages on the "dynasty vases" could have been the Preclassic lords of 
El Mirador. This is an intriguing idea that has yet to be confirmed. 
All this amazing activity in Ihe Mirador Basin during the Late Preclassic came to 
an abrupt end about AD 150. The entire area was completely abandoned, not to be 
reoccupied until six centuries later, during the Late Classic period. This was a cultural and 
demographic collapse matching the downfall that befell ће lowland Maya in the eighth 
and ninth centuries AD. What brought it about? Richard Hansen has convincingly laid some 
of the blame on the demise of the bajos as a resource, almost certainly due to the massive 
deforestation, erosion, and silting-up brought about by the production of staggering amounts 
of the lime stucco that covered every building, platform, and pyramid. Add to this the 
agricultural debacle caused by climate change in the form of catastrophic drought. 
These weakened city-states of the Mirador Basin, even huge capitals like Nakbé and 
El Mirador, seem to have been attacked by foreign armies, specifically by troops from the 
great military empire centered upon Teotihuacán, in central Mexico. The exterior of the great 
El Tigre pyramid was covered with dart points, many of them of green obsidian, which we 
know was obtained from highland Mexican mines controlled by Teotihuacán. Elsewhere in 
ће Maya lowlands at this same time or a bit later, dated hieroglyphic records tell us of the 
eventual “arrival” of foreign kings from the west [that із, from Teotihuacán), invaders who 


overthrew the local dynasties to establish their own. 
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RIVAL GIANTS of the 
CLASSIC PERION 


During the Classic period (ad 250-925), the Maya lowlands saw the rise 
of rival city-states of varying sizes and degrees of influence, in a social and 
political world like that of Classical Greece and Renaissance ltaly, marked by 


wars, diplomatic relations, and exchange of high-ranking spouses between 


states. These polities were headed by powerful dynasties, some of which had 
their origin in the Preclassic period, and by hereditary rulers who claimed to be “divine 
kings." The major rivalry was between two giant city-states — Tikal and Calakmul—amid a 
complex political network of alliances and armed conflict that covered much of the southern 
Maya lowlands 

But the picture of these Maya lords operating in a kind of vacuum is far from simple, for 
it now appears that during the Early Classic (AD 250-600), the distant, highland Mexican 
state of Teotihuacán had massively intervened in Maya affairs, usurped the authority of 
native dynasties, and probably incorporated the entire Maya world—highland, lowland, 
and Pacific coast—into a huge, pan-Mesoamerican empire. This state of affairs ended 
when the great city of Teotihuacán was destroyed by unknown hands by ће end of the 


sixth century AD. 


A spider monkey cavorts atop 
a Tikal structure 


Y ) her 183 1 г па ехг Г | ۱ па (۲) і mad 
A ) ( De | 0 3 У 5е | 6 [ 
| | | tal ho 1 
nel enirai Ате in ١ рогі belize 1 ОЇ 1 ] 
| | | d ( 1n 1 ell 
then th lor ОЇ | li Ї lura ir immedia 1 11 | TU ( ) 1 
1 2 | | | 
е 1 آ0‎ eventua 1 і | || Ja the | | Je 
| | [ E І 
| ull | [ Yd 1 ре! | а or led rom ۲ 
۶ id f | 1 e mi 1 пе Г ( 1 Or (۲2) 
Мауа ] Tikal, | tancı п 53 kilometers [95 mil ! а straight 
ипе from I | 1 ۱ | exe ) Мауа ini mey never 
penetrated |} rihern Кејеп ya паї егп рап С итресће 
ma Quintana Ко 
T tt ) alan highlan 2 
ruin 1840 in ће town ої mia 
made | t who told them about what lay 
Cuchumatanes le had been а curate at ( 
A 4 > й >. Ж 1 £ сі i ۳۹ 1 
province or Alia Verapaz. Ас сипа to him, about four leaques | ] Ó miles) north 


there was an ancient cit 


1 | І і 1 lemoie 
deserted and desolate, and almost as perfect as when evacuated by its inhabitants ee У 
| | ۱ De seen 22015 
Не ћад wandered through its silent streets and over its gigantic buildings and its palace the bu Б ра 
was as епіїге as that ої Quiché when he first saw it. This within two hundred miles of Early Classic rulers, fronted 
~ ~ ~ і | bv « / сі fir сваі, 
Guatimala [Guatemala City], and in a district of country not vet disturbed by war; yel бу а row of dynastic stelae. 


On ће г ight is ће Central 


with all our inquiries, we had heard nothing of it Acropolis, the E 
у сгорои пе гоуа ра асе 


28 ROYAL CITIES or тнє ANCIENT MAYA 


یہہ 


“й 


І | 


Ter Is АМ enanti - 
lemple I, ۱۱۵۱, seen througn 


a door in the royal palace 

Th All | | 

ihe зароаша wood lintel 

beams at the top are original. 
و‎ 

In the middle foreground is 

one of the very few ball courts 
І А 

in his immense city. 


5 north ot Cobán statement, апа nst 


lar J in the 
ме lan ۱ ( 
А es ve ІС! 
/ tli ۸ ۸ 


It is suggestive that if we ignore the “four league: 
e ^ “іу as the croy 
go 322 kilometers (200 miles) north of Guatemala City as тес 


middle of the Tikal archaeological park 


у ћа! 
же 0 ۰,071 ertion by th ıdre tha 
Ot even more interest to our pat f explorers was а її ппега 

қ ваў sierra, wi а ۵ 
four days оп ће road to Mexico, on the ( ther side ‹ f the g и sierra 
| ( јаје [ 
large and populous cupied Dy Indians pre ће ] 1 
discove f America 
| + 
m the village ot í aiul, he clir d to ће ۱ t ridge of th erra 19 | 
ог | 2 1 ۱5 U па е! 
1 2 
ror [ h ] [ f | xfer ] | n and | 
t Me ind 1! 1 jist 1 1 1 ] Г 
ind with f | nit 0 | +31 1 ۲00۱1۱۵ ( | Џ Indiar 
| 1 0 па! | In Ih | 1 пі вак | 
۷ 0 lanc er € 1 та 1 ГОГ ] | [ ћ е [ 
ӨШ | 1 1 00 tiempts lo € the territ 
Stephen па! her | је! па 1 ме Неа 
One look at that city was worth ten years ot ап eve day lile. IF he [the priest] is right 


a place is efl where Indians and an Indian cit as Cortez and Alvarado found 


them: there are living men who can 5 


уе ће mystery that hangs over the ruined cities of 


America; perhaps who can go to рап апа геаа ће inscriptions on its monuments 


~ | er ге < | «Та va с Datär е 
Alas, ће dream of a stillinhabited Maya city in ће Petén jungles was just that, a dream 


But Stephens's paragraphs must have been read by the late Victorian novelist H. Rider 
Haggard, who made them the basis of one of the greatest adventure stories of 


all time, 
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The towering temple-pyramids of Tikal are virtually iconic in the public consciousness of 
the Maya civilization. Their appearance in the firstreleased episode of the epic film series 
Star Wars was almost to be expected—to modern eyes, this is what a strange, iungle- 
shrouded civilization should look like. 

First settled by Maya villagers in the Middle Preclassic, perhaps around 900 вс, by the 
end of the late Preclassic Tikal had grown into an important center in the central Petén, but 
by no means on the scale of the mighty cities of the Mirador Basin. However, unlike those, 
it survived the end-of-the-Preclassic collapse. Ву the time of its apogee in the early eighth 
century, during the Late Classic, Tikal was indeed a very large city—although still smaller 
than El Mirador had been a millennium earlier. Like El Mirador—and all other Classic Maya 
cities —it had a low-density kind of settlement pattern, a dispersed form of urbanism with 
no arrangement of streets and avenues, no apartment blocks, nor any obvious municipal 
planning. Apart from what have been identified as royal palaces, the population—both 
noble and commoner—dwelt in pole-and-thatch structures placed on low platforms of earth 
and stone. What one finds is that the closer to the city's core, that is, to its concatenation of 
plazas, palaces, and ceremonial buildings, the larger the domestic structures. With this kind 
of settlement pattern, it is not always easy to define а city's limits. As Peter Harrison (one of 
Tikals excavators) tells us, Tikal roughly covered 65 square kilometers (25 square miles), 
with over 3,000 known surface structures and a population variously estimated at between 

100,000 and 200,000 souls. 

As mentioned earlier, the Petén of northern Guatemala is not as well watered as one 
would expect for a monsoon region in the Central American tropics, and water for drinking 
and other domestic purposes could be in short supply during the dry season. The Tikal 
Maya accordingly excavated six reservoirs in the limestone bedrock and made sure that 
the runoff from the city's major architecture drained into them. Deep wells would have been 
impossible, as the water table here is several hundred feet below the surface. 

What today’s visitor to Tikal sees first is the Great Plaza at the center of the site; on its east 
and west sides, two great temple-pyramids, Temples | and ||, face each other. On the north side 
is the North Acropolis, which could be more accurately described as a “necropolis,” for this 
is where the early rulers of Tikal were entombed—the Maya equivalent of Egypt's Valley of the 
Kings. On its south is the massive, complex Central Acropolis, most probably the main royal 
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more Пап a day's march from the center of its Great Plaza As shall be seen, Tikal exerted 
long-distance control or at least influer ce over a wider area, but, as агсћае« logist Stephen 


Houston reminds us Ihis was no more extensive than the area covered by modern Ireland 


The long history of the ruling dynasty or dynasties of this great polity is richly documented 


оп ройегу vessels. All great 
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a polity." The real name of the Tikal polity was по! Tikal (this may have been bestowed by ће Central Acropolis, Tikal's 
unknown nineteenth-century visitors) but Mutul, expressed as a so-called Emblem Glyph in royal palace. All surfaces 
Ihe form of a bound hank of hair were once covered with 


thick lime plaster 
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The 800-yearlong story begins about AD 90, in the Late Preclassic, with a king known 
as Yax Ehb Xook (First Step Shark). He and his successors over the next three centuries | 


were responsible for beginning the immense Lost World group, with its radial, foursided 
pyramid, and it was they who started interring their dead predecessors in richly stocked 
tombs within the North Acropolis. This brings us to the initial decades of the Early Classic, 
by which time there began to be architectural and artistic influences from Teotihuacán 
This trend was soon to reach an entirely new level. As Maya epigraphers Nikolai Grube 
and Simon Martin tell us, “Few, її any events had such а transforming effect on the Maya 
lowlands as the arrival at Tikal of a lord named Siyaj Как (Fire Вот) on 31 January 
378." This person is known to have passed, five days earlier, through the city of El Perú, 
79 kilometers (49 miles) west of Tikal. We have every reason to believe that he was а 
war leader from the powerful, militaristic Teotihuacán state in the highlands of Mexico, 
and that he swept into the central Petén at the head of his army, killing the last native 
Maya Кіпа of Tikal, Chak Tok Ich'aok (Great Burning Claw), and thereby overthrowing its 
dynasty. In short order, he installed in the slain king's place a new ruler named Yax Nuun 
Ayiin, the son of an exalted foreign personage named Spearthrower Owl— quite possibly 
ће supreme authority in distant Teotihuacán, perhaps even 15 emperor. 

This was no isolated incident. Although many Mayanists persist in viewing the 
Teotihuacán presence throughout the Maya area during the Early Classic as mere cultural 
interchange between equals, | think it is inescapable to conclude that all of it—from 
the north coast of the Yucatan Peninsula and south to the Pacific coast—was part of a 
Teotihuacán Empire. To quote William of Occam's famous dictum, “neither more nor more 
complex causes are to be assumed than are necessary to account for the phenomena.” 

In actuality, there is far more archaeological evidence for a "Рах Teotihuacana” in 
Mesoamerica than there is for ће Aztec Empire —our knowledge of which rests largely on 
post-Conquest historical accounts. |! should also be noted that the Aztec war machine never 
conquered the Maya, but the Teotihuacán military machine very definitely did. 

What the Teotihuacanos brought with them was a “New Order,” as Martin and 
Grube have called it. This included the cult of their war god, а jade-spangled зегреп! 
with the head of a deity later identified with ће Aztec rain god, Tlaloc: goggle-eyed 
and topped by the sign for the year. This head would be worn as a mask or headdress 
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warriors fought with darts tipped with green obsidian and propelled by the atlatl 
or "spearthrower," a weapon far more effective at long range than the native Maya 
thrusting spear. All Mesoamericans practiced human sacrifice, but the Teotihuacanos 
seem to have done this on an unprecedented scale. Their Maya subjects were not 
exempt from this: recent excavations at the Pyramid of the Moon in Teotihuacán have 
uncovered a very special kind of offering, a group of what appears to be three 
sacrificed Maya kings, with all their jade finery 
on the talud-tablero, a rectangular entablature placed atop a sloping batter. We find such 
structures at the highland site of Kaminaljuyó (on the western outskirts اه‎ modern Guatemala 
Сім), and at Petén sites, including Tikal. Every Maya city probably had a contingent of 
Teotihuacán troops; a recently discovered mural at Sufricaya shows them seated in military 
order with their weapons 

Yet, just as ће Greeks who had been conquered by the Roman state eventually 
transformed the culture of their conquerors, so the new, foreign kings of the subjugated 
Maya city-states gradually became Mayanized. On a stela dedicated in ар 445, Зіуді 
Chan K'awiil, the son and heir of Yax Nuun Ауйіп, is shown covered in purely Maya finery 
and symbols, but the double portrait of his father flanking the central figure depicts him as 
the central Mexican warrior that he in fact was. The North Acropolis continued to be the 
final resting place of these Maya-Mexican kings, their tombs richly stocked with pottery and 
olher offerings of both Teotihuacán and native Maya manufacture 

For reasons that are not entirely clear, the first half of the sixth century marked a time 
of troubles for Tikal. Internal intrigues and confusion reigned, perhaps reflecting the 
destruction of that faraway exemplary city, Teotihuacán. These "Dark Ages" culminated 
in Tikal's defeat in AD 657 during a "star war" —a war set by a particular position of the 
planet Venus in the night sky against the background of the stars. The rival Calakmul state 
was the victor. After that event, no dated monuments were erected until AD 692. So weak 
was Tikal during these "Dark Ages” that one faction within Tikal's royal family broke away 
іо form a new polity (Dos Pilas) 90 kilometers (54 miles) to the southwest, soon allying 
itself with Calakmul. 
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chocolate drink. Also in his tomb was a set of bone tubes and strips delicately incised with 
mythological subjects, most notably a scene of the Maize God and other deities traveling 
in ٥ canoe into the watery underworld 

To the Great Plaza's south lies the Central Acropolis, by now the principal royal 
residence, a vast limestone structure with multiple rooms. A glimpse of what life was 
like in these Late Classic palaces throughout the southern lowlands can be gained from 
scenes painted on cylindrical vessels used to contain the chocolate drink Beneath 
swagged draperies, the enthroned ruler faces costumed courtiers, scribes 
ambassadors bearing tribute, and others: wives and other women лен 
standing in front of the гијег or behind ће thrones; and musicians blow on 
drums, and shake rattles. Among the grimmer scenes are th 
their sacrifice. 
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КУ. tunlike Tikal, Copán, an 
Classic building program at Calakmul, but unlike Ті p یت‎ Colakmul's 


polities, there is Не or no trace of contact with, or domination by, | | 
long-standing enmity with Tikal may have its roots in its rulers’ determination о 06 
themselves from Mexican foreigners. No Calakmul king is ever shown in Teotihuacán war 
trappings, but а word of caution here—the overwhelming majority of Calakmul stelae are 
highly eroded and thus illegible. 

Calakmul, like Tikal, has been mapped in great detail, so that it is possible to compare 
its settlement type with that of Tikal and other Maya cities. The population was extremely 
dispersed, occupying small compounds consisting of two or three thatched houses with 
whitewashed walls of wattle and mud daub, raised on low platforms (known as “house 
mounds” to archaeologists). One looks in vain for streets or avenues of any kind. By 
comparison with cities like Tikal and Calakmul, the average American suburb, such as 
Levittown on Long Island, would seem densely urbanized 

There are two massive temple-pyramids in the city's center, Structures | and II 
These bear little resemblance to the temple-pyramids at Tikal’s heart. In fact, Structure Il, 
with a present height of 55 meters (180 feet), looks very much like the Danta pyramid 
at El Mirador; the summit of Danta is said to be visible from Structure ЇЇ оп clear days 
Її rises up in two great stages over an earlier Late Preclassic temple with elaborate 
stucco reliefs on its upper facade. Its upper stage was built in Late Classic times to 
contain the burial (Tomb 4) of an extremely important individual. On the basis of a 
splendid polychrome offering plate bearing his name, archaeologist Ramón Carrasco 
believes him to be Calakmul’s greatest king, Yich'aak K'ahk' (Fiery Claw), who ruled 
from ар 686 until his death in 695. Inside ће tomb were the remains of eight sets of 
jaguar paws, along with jade and shell ornaments, and near the skeleton's chest was 
a spectacular mask covered with an extremely fine jade mosaic and bearing teeth 
of white shell inlaid with jade (when great Maya kings smiled, their front teeth 
glistened with apple green jade). 

We have a problem of identification here, though. It will be remembered that in 
AD 695 Tikal's Jasaw Chan K'awiil claims to have captured and presumably sacrificed 
Fiery Claw. How, then, could Tomb 4 at Calakmul be Fiery Claws f 


| | inal resting place? One 
can imagine that Jasaw was more likely to have cut off 


his antagonist's head and thrown 
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Opposite: View east of the 
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mask of K'inich Ajaw, the 
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side of the mouth represent 
divine breath. Early Classic, 
ca. AD 450 
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Another site that fell under Snake dynasty control is Dzibanché, located 1 50 kilometers 

(93 miles) northeast of Calakmul. Though its later temple-pyramids show some affinity with 
Terminal Classic Río Bec-style architecture (see pages 129-45), there is an Early Classic 
hieroglyphic staircase with reliefs showing crouching captives taken in a battle led by King 


Yuknoom Ch'aan of Calakmul toward the end of the fifth century 


The corner of a possible 
residential building а! 
Dzibanché, Quintana Roo. 
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"The River of Ruins,” as ће Usumacinta has been called in tourist literature, bears 
а name that is not Mayan, but Nahuatl — ће language of the Aztecs and their 
highland Mexican allies (and adversaries) Before it was mispronounced by the 
Spaniards, it would have been Ozomahtzintlan Place of the Revered Spider 
Мопкеу)5).” How did a foreign name get attached to this, the seventh largest river in the 
world, and the largest in Мезоатегіса? It is often overlooked that not only Spaniards took 
part in ће Conquest—the conquistadores were often hugely outnumbered by willing Indian 
collaborationist troops, drawn mainly from highland Nahuatl-speaking states like Tlaxcallan, 
who had long been enemies of the Aztec state. This 5 particularly true of the mixed Spanish- 
native armies that Alvarado took with him to subdue Guatemala. And that is why Nahuatl 
derived place names instead of native Maya ones are found in Guatemala throughout its 
uplands and Pacific coast. So, when ће Spaniards “discovered” this mighty river to the 
north of the sierra, they would have let their Mexican troops give it 15 name 

In the words of cartographer Ronald Canter, who has run (and доситепіеа) the entire 
course of the river, “The Usumacinta was one of the great water highways of the ancient 
world, but it was not an easy опе." Today, it forms a significant frontier between Guatemala 
and southeast Mexico. It begins below ће Classic Maya city of Altar de Sacrificios, which 
fluence of its two great source rivers, the Pasión and the Salinas, and 


lies just above the con 
from there it flows іп a generally northwest direction, finally emptying into the mangrove- 


lined coastal waterways bordering ће Gulf of Mexico flatland. Apart from the tremendous 


One of the structures 

leading from the bank of 

the river to the higher temples 
of Yaxchilön. 


та: Y 


e negotiated this somewhat 
lerritying waterway But negotiate 
it they did, for the great Classic 


kingdoms of Yaxchilán and Piedras 


Negras depended upon this 
commerce and fought with each 
other over its control. They were, in 
fact, river ports. Obviously, it was 
far easier to travel downstream than 
Upstream, and truly skilled boatmen 


could easily handle rapids on 


the downriver trip. But upstream? 
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Though there are natural portages along ће route, native dugouts made from a single log 
are incredibly heavy (as compared to the birch-bark canoes of North America), so this was 
seldom a practical solution. Since the late nineteenth century, Maya explorers have појед 


many limestone outcrops or natural pillars along the river that clearly served the Maya 
| 


boatmen as bollards, with deep horizontal grooves caused by the friction of ropes that were 


usea nol y to moor boals but in many places lo warp them up the rapids 


During the pas! few decades, conditions along this м onderful river have gone from bad 
to worse to truly trighten ng The first cloud on the horizon was the Mexican gove ) 5 
intention to build a huge hydroelectric dam below ۷× hilan. which would have flooded 
that те дп ficent site alona with countless others. An international outcry temporarily ;helved 
this scheme, but hydroelectric dams, like ће Ну lra's heads, have а tendency to keep popping 
Up, SO ће danger is still there. Then, during the Guatemalan Civil War (1900-90), contr | 
f this waterway on ће Guatemalan side Huctuated between anti-governmen! yuerrillas and 
за, lack ot 


me Guatemalan army resulting іп massacres Of | y tarmei In the same pe 


JOV ernmental contr | made il easy tor looters to bre 1k up and remove Classic monumenis 


tor the antiquilies market Piedras Nearas beina the main tarael ۸۷۷۸ е all this mayhem was 


going on, the Mexican side of the river was almost completely dent ded of its rainforest cover 


as settlers poured in from the Impoveris hed hiahl mas У Ch ypas, In parl ta ling under те 
control of ће Zapatista "Army of Nationa liberation." On the Guatemalan side ot the river 


| 


15 ће so-called Sierra de [асападп Маћ эпа! Р 1 but Lisa park n name nly бе 


is natural forest 


it is now occupied Бу illegal settlers who have deva 
Right now the Usumacinta drainage 15 опе f the world's most dangerous places, due 
in part to local 0۷ but far more seriously to the sad fact that it has recently become 
a major conduit and battleground for ће movemen! and control of narcotics on their way 
from Colombia to Mexico and ultimately to the United States Add to this the constant flow 
of illegal migrants heading north from lower Central America, and the result is a truly lethal 


mixture. This has obviously not been good for Maya archaeology ог for cultural tourism 
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The upper half of a Late 
Classic stela at Yaxchilán; а 
woman passes a cord through 
a hole in her tongue to draw 
her own blood for the gods 


YAXCHILAN 


48-72 г) нат те Usuma 1 ۵۲ М 
About а third of ће way on its course IC he Gur Coast рю і а that can be reached 
in the shape of a great Greek omega almost enclosing O : | | | 
Бу land only over а narrow neck The founders ої Ihe Yaxcntion кіп | led all wat с 
Ней capital here, for it was easily defensible, апа trom il bi 6 pis dpa gabs ў No 
traffic like some baronetcy on a medieval European river. Only а tew melers то int 
Кот its south bank is a huge pile ог stone that some speculate may have been a ۱۵ 
an ancient but hypothetical suspension bridge crossing К ће other side, but a more likely 
explanation is that it was а manned guard post for checking on river trattic. For tour and a пай 
centuries, Yoxchilán and its rival and enemy, the downstream city ої Piedras Negras, were the 
generally uncontesled rulers of much of the great river 

Neilher of Ihese two siles was ever seen by Stephens ond Catherwood, even though 
they had the opportunity to hear of them during their April 1840 sojourn in Palenaue 


only 37 kilometers (23 miles) from the lower Usumacinta. The first serious investigation 
of Yaxchilán was undertaken almost simultaneously in 1882 by two noted explo 
Englishman Alfred Maudslay and the Frenchman Claude 


they met on the Usumacinta, neither had any idea tha 


ers, the 
Joseph Désiré Charnay; before 
t the other was on the track of this 
ancient city, but their meeting was a model of gentlemanly good sense. Désiré Can 5 
Mesoamerican trip was bankrolled by his patron, the tobacco mogul Pierre Lorillard ІУ í d 
so he named the newly discovered site Lorillard City. Maudslay, on the other h , an 
it Menché, after a local Maya family. Neither name stuck و‎ 50 ти а а. 
irascible 


Austrian archaeologis! Teobert Maler arrived in 1897, he dubbed it Yaxchilän af 
xchilón, а 


feeder stream below ће site, and that is the name that finally won out ter a local 
0 ou 
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Though we don't know the actual Classic Mayan place name for Yaxchilán, we do have 
two Emblem Glyphs for the dynasty that ruled it. One of these is the sky glyph, chan, with a сев 
at the top; this probably із to be read either as siyaj chan, "sky-born," or as ра" chan, "split sky.” 

Today, Yaxchilán is one of the few truly safe places along the Usumacinta, and is easily 
reached by boat from a launch point upstream. There is something theatrical about the 
appearance of this ancient city. With most of its rainforest surroundings intact, it still resounds 
with the songs and calls of birds and the lionlike roars of a band of howler monkeys. Like a 
great stage set, its corbelvaulted temples are dramatically placed on everascending hills and 
ridges, reached from broad plazas ма ceremonial staircases. The site boasts an enormous 
number of beautifully carved stone monuments; unlike those at Calakmul, they are fashioned 
from limestone of excellent quality, and thus most inscriptions are completely legible. There 
are as many as fifty-eight carved lintels over doorways, thirty-five freestanding stelae, and five 
hieroglyphic stairways, giving us a rich record of dynastic history and royal iconography 

like the marble statuary of Classic Greece, all of these sculptures were once brightly 
painted and could be read and understood even more easily than they can today. To the 
modern eye, however, the lintels are a bit puzzling, as they were sculpted mainly on their 
underside—these important royal records can best be seen (and photographed) while lying 
on one's back! 

Maudslay made papiermáché molds of many of these monuments and brought back to ће 
British Museum several of the finest and most deeply carved lintels: from these, his artist Annie 
Hunter made highly accurate drawings, which were later published in great detail. To this body 
of Yaxchilán hieroglyphic records Maler added his excellent photographic record, published 
in large format by Harvard's Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology. On the basis 
of these records, in 1963-64 the great Russian American epigrapher Tatiana Proskouriakoff 
succeeded in documenting the history of Yaxchilán's two greatest kings, Itzamnaaj Balam || 
(long called “Shield Jaguar” by archaeologists) and his son "Bird Jaguar." 

Yaxchilán is modest in size (compared to Tikal or Calakmul, for example), but its full 
extent as a city is yet unknown; no comprehensive survey of its total settlement pattern has ever 
been made, and probably never will, unless the security situation can be stabilized. Its temples 
and palaces parallel the south bank of the river, and are placed along increasingly elevated 


Overleaf: A small temple and 
AAA natural ridges. The three loftiest temples (39, 40, and 41) lie оп а паде top 110 meters 


an eroded stela а! Yaxchilán. 
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painted red. Foreign dignitaries visiting the С згіоді —would have lett their huge дом! 
century —when Yaxchilán was іп ils mos! за ма 3 ¿ " enlourage up lo ће main plaza 
canoes tethered to a river bollard and proceeded with ht have turned right ict 
IF they were to witness or participate in а ball game, they mig ~ 
one of the city’s two masonry playing field: ne fh 
Directly across the plaza from this ba | court, " سا‎ P T | ] 1 
three splendid doorway lintels of Temple 23, ће socalled | | | ы у М "0 
important ceremonies involving Shield Jaguars princi зання 4 | пі а 
a ritual that took place іп 681, in which ће queen conjure f | 
husband, who appears as а spear-wielding leotihuacán warrior emerging | 
fantastic зегрепі--ап homage to the great central y шарда ПИ 
а century. Another commemorates а п 9011106 о mening БЕ b | SR d ux 
illuminated by a flaming torch held by Shield Jaguar, Lady К аба! Xook draws а tl із 
rope through a slit in her tongue, scattering blood into а basket. The third lint 
handing her husband a war helmet in the form of a jaguar 00 
Beneath the floors of two rooms in Temple 23, two tombs have been found. Under the 
central room, the burial of a woman was discovered, accompanied bv ninetee: jaguar 
claws arranged in three groups, nine carved-bone bloodletter na Jhty-one eales 
gathered into a single bundle. Six of the bloodletters bear Lady K'abal Xook's г IME thi 


is surely her final resting place. Although neither this nor the other tomb | und in the structure 
have yet been published in sufficient detail, it is likely that the buried ۸ 
queen herself, who died іп 749 


Shield Jaguar was the most longlived Maya ruler known to US, dying in his nineties in 


June AD 742. Bird Jaguar was Shield Jaguar's son by a lesser wife: ав 
interregnum, he finally succeeded to the Yaxchilán throne During hi 


remodeled the city and built many new structures to celebrate him 


Martin and Nikolai Grube call him "the warrior k 


ӨЗГЕСІ decade long 
5 reign (AD 752-68), ће 
self and his family Simon 


ing, and there is no doubt that } 


ле deserved 
the epithet that follows his name in the inscriptions: "ће of 


the twenty Captives.” If our visitors 
rom ће main plaza, 
citys most splendid building, Structure 33, with its corbeled su 


ascended the stairway leading southeast f 


they would have reached the 


perstructure surmounted by a 
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ure of the enthroned Bird Jaguar. Within its 
en-off head sits to one side of the 


о an end if anyone has 


lowering roof comb that once bore a stucco sculpt 
central room is a stone statue of the king. Bird Jaguar's brok 
seated torso; according to local Maya tradition, the world will come ! 
the temerity to place the head back on ће torso! 

The Upper steps in front of the structure are of extreme interest for their relie 
royal father and son, and the grandfather, playing the ball game against a staircase seen 
in profile (see gatefold back between pages 56 and 57); the large and unlikely ball seems 
іо contain a bound саріїме, probably symbolizing the custom in Classic Mayo cili 
forcing defeated enemies to play a match that they had no chance of winning, for which 


they had to suffer the consequences (ме shall see this reflected later in the Great Ba 


fs of the 


es ol 


C ( г! 


of Chichén Itzá; see pages 203-4) 

And finally, our visitors would mount to the highest structures of all, Temples 40 and 
41, which celebrate events in Bird Jaguar's life. Most of our heros victories resulted іп 
ће capture of important individuals from the lands lying between Yaxchilán and Piedras 
Negras, and under his rule the су retained control of centers like Bonampak and lacanjá 
in the sierra country to the southeast of the river. But after his death in до 768, the Yaxchilán 


polity began to мапе, іп spite of the fact that 15 last known ruler seems to have deteated 


and captured the last ruler of Piedras Negras. And по! long after the ninth century began 
Yaxchilán winked out 
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building with the murals for which the site 


May of that year, the Californian photographer Giles Healey 


on commission from the United Fruit Company to make a film 


about the Maya, was taken by the Lacandón into Structure | 


(“The Building of the Paintings”) and saw that all three of it 


rooms were covered from floor level to their corbel vaults with 


the most spectacular murals ever dis overed in the New 


World. He soon was able to te egraph the Carnegie Institution 


of Washington, which posthaste mounted an expedition that 
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included ће talented Guatemalan artist Antonio Tejeda, who copied these polychrome 
paintings at one-quarter scale 

What to call її? The local Lacandön had no particular name for these ruins. 
Undaunted, the famed Carnegie archaeologist Sylvanus Morley [following a quick look 
at a Maya dictionary) dubbed the site Bonampak, or “painted walls.” Unfortunately, in 
Yucatec Maya this word really means “dyed walls,” but the name has stuck in both the 
scholarly and popular press. There are at least two Bonampak Hotels in Mexico, as well 
as a Вопатрак гиті! 

The site із relatively small, and lies on the side of a natural hill. The epigrapher David 
Stuart notes that it is oriented 30 degrees east of north; a line drawn along its main axis 
is aimed directly at Yaxchilán, probably a significant fact, as that city exerted a degree 
of political control over Bonampak. Its history as a small state began at least by the Early 
Classic, but it was not always propitious; during the fifth century a Yaxchilán king captured 
ће lord of Bonampak, and early in the sixth century а Bonampak noble was taken by 
another Yaxchilán ajaw. However, a far more successful ajaw, Chan Muwaan (Sky Screech 
Owl) reigned during the city's glory days; it was he who was responsible for ће amazing 
murals, as well as for three remarkably well-carved stelae depicting himself, his principal 
wife, and his mother, and for the finely sculpted lintels over ће doorways of the buildings on 
ће acropolis (some of which retain their polychrome overpainting). Powerful though he was, 
Chan Muwaan was still а suzerain and close ally of the Yaxchilán king Shield Jaguar ||, the 
son of the mighty Bird Jaguar IV 

When Healey first saw the murals in the three rooms of Structure 1, they were covered 
by a very thin layer of calcium carbonate that had leached out from the upper part ої 
Ihe building over the ages. This layer had actually protected and preserved the paintings 
exactly as ће Maya artists had left them over a millennium before. To photograph and copy 
them, the Carnegie group doused the wall surfaces with kerosene, a procedure that did little 
or no damage to the originals (kerosene evaporates in time). The real deterioration began 
when succeeding official Mexican expeditions to Bonampak cut down the trees growing 
alop the structure and replaced them with a galvanized tin roof, so that the walls were 
hot by day and cold by night. Subsequent interventions over the years by wellmeaning 
conservators and restorers have been disastrous to these masterpieces, including the use 
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Preceding pages: Вопатрак, 
view looking south from the 
front plaza. The building with 
the famous murals із on the 
far right. 


Opposite: An orchestra 

of singers shaking га ез, 
a drummer, and musicians 
beating turtle shells 
accompanies a group 

of mummers (offstage, left). 
Bonampak, Late Classic, 
ca. AD 800. 


Overleaf: Visiting dignitaries 
wearing long while capes 
attend a ritual in honor of 
Вопатрак 5 youthful princes. 


097 апа over harsh 
of silicone injections, filling in cracks with cement, anc 


cleaning. They are now but wan shadows o! 


Beginning in 1999, a researc 


their former selve: 
But all is not lost 
Mary Miller of Yale University has been using 
lincluding inf area} fo accurate y reconstruct 
murals look ed like at the time they we 


ortists Heather Hurst ar d Lec пага Ashby 


reproduc tions of all three rooms 
archaeologists Stephen Houston and Kar laube 


to properly decipher the ancient texts in the paintin 


personal names, tor the 


Some of these pigments hac 


distances, such as the mineral c 
blue which comes trom the h ah ( nds ог сеп! 


а | 7 зо E = | 
has discovered, there were several artist: Invc 


seco, thal is, on dry plaster walls, mixing their colors with some kind 


ol vegetal binder. These painters were masters at prodi cing the 
illusion of three dimensionality not by perspective but by a kind of 
chiaroscuro, ۷ bac klighting their human паџге5 (а lechniat 
known to Late Classic vase painters) 


The program of Room 1 centers on the presentation of a little 


daughter to the enthroned king Chan Muwaan on December 4 790 


M 


To the right of the throne is a large sack of 40,000 cacao le ی‎ ы) 
7 VS POCO >) 


beans, brought as tribute. In attendance are visiting nobles arrayed 


in long, while capes. At the base of the room is an extended ponel 


centering on highranking youths being adorned for a dance by 


servants with quetzaHeather backracks (large decorative struc tures 
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Preceding pages, left 


۲ 5 1 ved stelo 


niment 9 0 


attached to the dancers’ backs), to a musical accompa f mummers masked 05 wind the Bonampak king 
drummers, and singers shaking rattles To the far left, a group O M ши : а 
{ | 

rain, and sea creatures performs і یی‎ Те Вопатрак | d 
Room 2 is devoted to a huge batile in the fores! and its а дага ри سد‎ 

warriors are led by Chan Muwaan himself. The enemy combatants | даа | ; T 

taken captive. The final scene takes place on a terraced platform, w iu ای‎ m а s “КӨ ا سی‎ 

prisoners are arraigned and tortured by hoving their fingers crushed; a severed n й сй mal, Валар 

on а bed of leaves. Above, watching all this, із the king surrounded by his courtier: f office 

whiterobed mother, and his principal wife, a woman from Yaxchilán و‎ cdi دو‎ m 
Finally, in Room 3, in culmination ol all this, magnificently garbea young nobles ре 9 об бехол 

а whirling victory dance after sacrificing blood from their own members; below then 

attendants drag o sacrificed prisoner down the steps The blood theme is extended at 

one end of the room, where royal females draw their own blood from their tongı АН 

deciphering all the painted texts in the three rooms, Stephen Houston has concluded that thi 

building was a kind of "Young Men's House,” where the princes pictured in Rooms 1 and € 

were instructed in statecraft and military matters 
Needless to say, the discovery of Вопатрак has been а catalyst in changing our views 


about the nature of Maya civilization. Before it, most authorities, such as Eric Thompson and 
Sylvanus Morley, had claimed that the Classic Maya were organized as a kind ој peaceful 
theocracy in which the leaders were pacifist priests devoted to astronomy, mathematics, and the 
doings of the gods, not unlike the fictional Зћапагна — Не Himalayan val 
the novelist James Hilton. Given the vivid battle scene of Bonampak and it 
this view became untenable, although Thompson in his commentary on the paintings still 
downplayed the violent aspects of the pictorial drama created by these ancient artists 
Glorious wall paintings like those of Bonampak almost certain! 


Usumacinta drainage, but only tiny fragments have esca 


ey dreamed up by 


y 


5 bloody aftermath 


y existed throughout the 

ped erosion and disa earan 

for instance in some rooms at sites like Yaxchilán and Pasadita. МУ pp ce, 

the lucky accident || e can only be thankful for | 
у ассідепі Іпа! preserved those three rooms in Bonampaks Structure 1 Th | 

may never have been completely finished: for instance, some of the s aces | f ese murals 

are completely blank. Ву AD 800, Bonampok was swif paces (ей Гог captions 


ty | ۱ 
that finished off all Maya cities of y headed for the kind of 


| 
oblivion | 
the southern and central lowland | 


5. 
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CITIES of the WEST 


PALENQUE 


only human—like almost everyone who has had the chance 
untry, we each have our г Не. For me and tor many 
її is Palen Jue Situated on the northern edae ої the Sierra de 
j пава tropical га est. it looks out over tl ist Gulf 
hitecture 8 | гаї! 1 slid апа ۲ | 
baroque stuccowork 15 bolh delicate апа р І ] elief panels (all carried out 
on lithographic-quality limestone) are mparable. Ada to tl hat is certainly the m 
complete hieroglyphic history yet known for any Maya city, a record that places its ruling 
аупазіу within a far grander cosmic history, and one has to conclude that Palenque is unique 
Far from Бета a “lost city," Palenque has been known to the outside world intermittently 


since 1567, when the Spanish Паг Pedro Lorenzo ае la 


local Chol Maya By the late eighteenth century, these ruins had piqued the interest ot the 
Spanish crown. In 1786 Charles Ill of Spain—that most enlightened ої Bour 


which was с mpetently carried out by a ta 


Nada learned about it from the 


bon kings— 


ordered a complete investigation ented military 
officer named Antonio del Río; і! proved to be the very first research project on an ancient 


American site 
Published in translation in London in 1822, with plates prepared by the eccentric artist 


and explorer “Baron” Frédéric de Waldeck, the del Río report came to the attention of 
Stephens and Catherwood. And so it was that ће two explorers arrived at the ruins in May 
1840. Journeying there on muleback from the nearby, and decidedly miserable, village 


of Palenque (а Spanish word meaning “palisade”), they ascended a series of terraces to 


confront the ancient city for the first time 


View from inside the Palace 
а! Palenque. 


~ мћеп ош Indians 
Continuing on this terrace, we stopped а! ће foot of a second, whe EM 
і | ~ he trees we saw the Iron! 
КОДО ٗ 9 palace,” and through openings ІП the 


3c aures on the pilasters, СООО 

i with coed figures O 

na richly ornamented with stucc 9 

of a large building richly г о ИИА 


д and | 1 »ranches e 
and elegant; trees growing close against 1! and their branc 


1 І 
| ^0 Yourntully Беа 
style and effect unique, extraordinary, and most mourntul : 


| 
- + у 
assic спу ма - 


US 
Their wonder at the architectural and artistic beauty ot the C 


aists, but not by all. Here i 


| s what Britis! 
most subsequent visitors, including archaeolog 


с د‎ "al lacio” almost а century later и 
author Graham Greene wrote about that same е! Palacio” almost a cen 
Another Mexico 
( Indian hite scr anda stone г Yo 
in the clearing itself there is nothing but a few Indian huts, scrub and зіопе 


mounds of rubble crowned with low one-story ruins of grey rock, so age-worn they ۷ 
а lichenous shape and look more vegetable than mineral. And no shade апу where unt 
you've climbed the steep slopes and bent inside the dark little г 
a few stalactites have formed and on some of the stones are a few faint 


they call hieroglyphics 


Dyspeptic comments, to be sure, but then Greene didn't like anything about Mexico! 

(е! us return to Stephens and Catherwood. Their thirtyfive-day stay among the ruins, ana 
Catherwood's meticulous documentation of Palenque's extraordinarily complex architecture 
and bas-reliefs, took place under the most horrendous conditions. The rainy season began 
in еатез! that month, with driving rain and falling tree branches. They were low оп ed 
which had to be brought in over the eightmile trail from the nearest village, and the 


was poor at best. The mosquitoes, chiggers, and other biling insects plagued 
especially Catherwood. At one point, says Stephens, "Mr. 


food 


the explorers, 
Catherwood's appearance 


The Temple of the Inscriptions, completed in AD 692. is ih 

) j e funerary temple- 
of Pakal, Palenque greatest king. His resplendent tomb lies at na Ra ۳ 
within Ше Базе of the pyramid енер 
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i i insects: his face was 
startled me. He was wan and gaunt; lame, like me, from the bites of i 


swollen and his left arm hung with rheumatism, as if paralyzed DM 

As usual, Stephens was able to draw absolutely сопесі conclusions = я асай 
city: “The hieroglyphs are the same as we found at Copán and сат iid in 
country is now occupied by races of Indians speaking many different В ЖӨЖ? 
entirely unintelligible to each other, but there із room for belief that the whole of this country 


~ с "У 2 the 
m e e same |апаџаде, or at least having с 
was once occupied by the same race, Sp акта th sa anguag 


is ancient 


same written characters." | | | 

Serious archaeological excavations began in ће 19405 by Mexico's National га 
cf Anthropology and History (INAH), and continue to this day, revealing ancient splendors 
that prejudiced tourists like Greene had no idea existed 

The ancient Maya called the city Lakamhá, "Great Waters,” from the many streams that 
course down from the heights behind and through the city onto the plain, in some places 
forming lovely pools. In 1955, when I first visited Palenque along with my wife, Sophie 
one was still allowed to swim in ће so-called Baño de la Reina (Queen's Pool). where 
tiny minnows nibbled ticks off one's skin. | remember a later visit with our small children. 
watching an iridescent hummingbird hovering over ће lip of a cascade located above ће 
pool, caught in а beam of golden sunlight. Palenque is indeed a magic place 

І was probably this abundant network of permanent streams that drew settlers here 
in the first place, for water іп the Maya lowlands із usually a scarce resource, especially 
during the long dry season. The city has now been mapped in great detail by archaeologist 
Edwin Barnhardt, and it has been revealed as ће most densely inhabited of all the Maya 


capitals. During Palenque's apogee, around 7,000 people could have lived within the 


rather small area of 2.2 square kilometers (0.8 square miles); in contrast to ће widely 
dispersed setllement pattern of far larger cities like Tikal and Calakmul, this was сћеекђу- 
jowl existence. 

The ceremonial, religious, and political zone of 
bulk of the population lived in the western half. In ih 
and George Stuart suggest that the elite Occupied 
out over the plain, that is, commanding the best vi 


residences were fitted with thatched rools, ra 


the city lay in the eastern half; the 
eir masterly book on Palenque, David 
dwellings on the lowest terrace, | 


ews. lf is believed that almost all 
ther than masonry vaults, 


acing 
Civic 
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In exam 3 the lona story ле 

۱ examining the long story of the dynasty that reigned in Palenque, we must disentangle 
mythological beginnings from the most likely historical facts. In their own inscriptions, the сіу 
rulers traced their descent from sacred ancestors, and even from gods who were said to 


ha ve been Dorn in ће 


fourth millennium вс, before the present Maya Great Cycle began. In 
actuality, archaeology tells us that the ugh this extremely favorable location with its abundant 
ма!ег5 рг баб had a small population during the Late Preclassic era, || is not until the Fifth 
century AD that a real urban settlement wilh an actual г ling house can be identified 


The first attestab 


e king called himself Кок Balam (Quetzal Jaguar), a royal name that 


as lo pop with the second-to-last ої Рајепаџе 5 rulers, not long betore the city's 
rreversible decline. At this time, during the Early Classic, Palenque may have been subject 
to the same kind of foreign military pressure as Tikal and other Maya capitals, as a s! 
reliel pane depicting те додаје еуед Teotihuacán war aod testifies 
Almost all of the glory of the Palenque that one sees today is ће w ork ot its three 


greatest rulers, who flourished during the Late Classic period. These men, апа their 


successors, prefaced their names with the prestigious title K'inich, meaning >uneyed 


с 


5еНдеп!Мпа with the mighty Sun God. The 


Janaab Рака! (Maizeflower Warshield), known today as Рака! or Pakal 


the Great.He reigned from AD 615 to 083 
His son Kan Bahlam (Snake Jaguar), AD 684-702 


Pakal's grandson Ahkal Mo’ Nahb [Turtle Macaw Sea], ар 721-са. 736 


Рака! was extraordinarily (опа мед for a man of his time, acceding to power in AD 615 


at the tender age of twelve, and dying sixty-eight years later, in his eightyfirst year. The first 
king !o use the solar title of K'inich, during his long reign Рака! Iransformed Palenque into 
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AS the Stuart: say 


| 2 lowland Maya realm 
both a military and а cultural power within ће lowland Maya 
snaissance in 


f the city.” А: 


я EANN the history с 
РаКа!5 achievements brought about "а true re 


Pericles was to ancient Athens, Pakal was to Palenque 


sting tl Бой 

One of his major projects carried out in middle age, wa б | | and nun | j 
stages of the so-called “Palace” (the el Palacio 1 Stephens апа Cathe : | а. 
other early visitors). This large, highly complex structure comprise» SEAT реп! 
| ۱ | | liane arranged around іп 
basal platforms, on which are placed one: ulted buildings arrang ۱ | 
courtyards. In spite of its popular name, there 15 по ргоо tha n vaıng 
family, ever actually lived in the Palace. Rather, it 1 (80۱60160 | | 
and rituals 

Рака! commanded the very best architects in all of пе Maya а ma | | 
and airiness of ће Palace structures bear this out. Each “House” is buill on те principle 
corbel arch, with ted by a mon wa | | 
a light, latticed roo huge bulk 1 рре ] en а 
Maya sites, ће arc rd root, пі j t | 
cut down weight and made possible inner spaces much w than the a опе 
temples of Tikal and other more central sites. Everywhere іп the Palace and in a кас 
in the site —especially on the outer surfaces ої the piers between doorway 
reliefs of the utmost elegance and delicacy. The artist and explorer Merle Greene Robertsor 
in her great survey of Palenque sculpture, determined that those who were responsible for the 
application of a final coat of color to reliefs (апа all were so painted), used red and yellow 
for the bodies of humans, and blue for aods and glyphs 


Punctuating the outer edges of building cornices here and in other maior uches 


of the city are pairs of holes drilled 0 support hanging textiles Ом еп ће ће 1 hi mig 
climate, none of these hangings has survived the centuries, but Ihey must have presented 


a splendid appearance during ceremoniol occasions. Painted vases from ethan Wave 


sites often depict court scenes taking place below swagged curtains. and the gorgeous 
Sts > > ЧО SOUS 


Top part of a stucco figure on a pilaster of the Palace 


Е а! Palenque This individual 
holds а staff topped with the profile head of K'awiil | Ua 


patron of the royal lineage 
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Left: Painted stucco panel 
from Temple XIX, Palenque. 
Possibly representing a 
brother of the ruler Ahkal Mo 
Nahb, it was found in a 
multitude of small fragments, 
and is a masterpiece of 
modern restoration. 


is LT ла TEN 
costumes ої the figures in the Bonampak murals indicate that the Maya were masters of 


the text 


The 


| 
e аг! 1 | 
Р : ۱ | 
very first structure that Pakal built in the Palace was House E, which contained his h 
آ۸۳‎ 4 ~ А 270 $ | ^ ( TA 
own throne room. Against its far wall is an oval tablet de рісііпа the king being оНегеа a 
di | 
һ 


spangled headdress by his mother а! the time of his accession; the actual ћгопе was 


> below this but early explorers 18 udina del Río, carted it away 


In мапош5 5 
1 г 


1 


The Baak [Bone] polity ot Palenque wa: just as bellicose as the dynasties of other Maya 


у-5іаіеѕ and was involved in frequent battles, especially with Toniná and the more distant 


but far mightier Calakmul. It would seem that the Palace's courtyards were favorite locales | 
¡Or пе рі ing ої elite | 1 1 кеатеп jt ir ) humiliation, tortur ma > 
eventual decapitation. In ће East Court, | lance. there are ludicrous relief caricature і 
ПІ ар! ћ 1 пе gn ОГ 5۱0۵۲۱۱۹9۱۵۷ ен | raised to ЇЇ DI houlder) > 
ind one has his loi h pulled aside tc 1 у | jenita 
А unique tealu | the Palace | ur-st midst, a ctur jded in с 
ater reign. lis purpose is unkn г е Мег ] nr led on its in r has led some ў 
у think it wa П Кіпа Dservator DU | | e Ihis | 
Рака! 5 final achievement was the creati ЕН 3 lempl he Inscriptions, hi | 
funerary temple-pyramid, just southeast of the Palace. Taking advantage of the natural hill i 
against which it was built, it rises in nine superimposed tiers to support a mansard-rooted | 
“7 || 
building with two long, parallel rooms; regularly spaced along the facade are six pilasters ||| 
adorned with stucco figures, а few holding in their arms an infantile form of the snokefooled | 
K'awiil, one of the ancestral gods of the royal line. Set into the back walls of the two rooms | || 
are three panels of one of the І )ngest inscriptions ever carve ] by the Maya detailing ritual || 
events in the life of Рака! the Great, probably put in place before the final dedication of the | | 
temple by Kan Bahlam іп July 0 | ۱ 
2 vaulted, secrel passage desc ends from the floor ol the front room into the body ot | | 
ће pyramid in two stages 0 reach the now world-famous tomb of the king, first opened in | | 
1952 Бу Мехісап archaeologis! Alberto Ruz UHuillier. Inside a huge stone sarcophagus | 
| he discovered Pakal's mortal remains bedecked in the jade necklaces, ear flares, plaques, ۱ 
| and finger rings that ће had worn in li ۱ 
| 


face, identifying him with the young Maize God Carved on the sides of 


placed over his 


fe: a wood mask covered with jade mosaic had been | 
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115 € 0 OUS CO ere S ] 8 е5 е 
> ууе | 
| | | е figures 0 ۱ Immedia 6 ance. Ог, е га! 9 f 0 
ак ING win ма IOUS ТОН f ees | 


r 
Followina Рас | Е om 29 > 
AVV 4 4 1 5 enton е 1 / 1 ۷۸ر‎ ac а уе 
< ib ent, ) massive oblon ] slat was рі се Over th 17 орі ag 5, 


дерк tina him as the res EN AQ : 
З as e resurrecte / ~ Ма? فص‎ е 
: esurrected young Maize God, about to ascend to the heavens ма a 


world tree. 1! D ES ar 

>. ¡hen the chamber was sealed, and the entire passageway filled with rubble 
leaving а stone-linad cond қ ` р 
e а а stone-lined conduit on one side of the stair wey to conduct Pokal's seul ibe 


upper world 


Just to the east of the Temple of the In scriptions lies the Cross Group, three temple: 
dedicated in 692, dur ng the reign of Pakal's son Кап Bahlam. In many respects, they 
represent the acme of Classic Maya art and architecture. and the pinnacle of Ma ya 
ideas about the relation between the ancestral gods and the divine kings who ruled 
this city-state 

The largest and most important of these structures is the Temple of the Cross, sitting on 
six superimposed platforms Although part ої its front collapsed long ago, one can still see 
a kind of inner shrine within, on the rear wall of which was placed a huge relief carving 
depicting a cruciform world tree (the same as the one оп Pakals sarcophagus) surmounted 
by the avian form of the Creator God, Itzamnaaj. On one side of the world tree is a small 
figure standing on the glyph for wits, "mountain, and on the other a taller figure holding 
out a small statue of the so-called Jester God, the symbol of kingship. ۷۷ now know that 
these two figures are Kan Bahlam as a six-year-old boy and as the king at the time of his 
accession in AD 684 

Ever since it was drawn in detail by Catherwood and photographed by Maudslay 
and others, the very long text carved on either side of this scene has intrigued would-be 
decipherers. We now know that і! begins with the birth of the Маіге God in 3121 вс, 
fore the end of the last Great Cycle and the beginning of our own; it was 


seven years be 
for the creation of three other gods known to us as the Palenque 


he who was responsible 


۶ہ 6:۲۷۱ 


View Кот ће Temple of 

Ihe Cross, Palenque. On the 
left is ће Temple of the Sun, 

built during the reign of Kan 
Bahlam. Seventh century AD. 


‚as dedicated to the 
Triad, the tutelary divinities of the royal house. The Temple of the Cross ۸ 


worship of the first of these, а дейу connected to waler and rain a 
The second shrine, the far smaller Temple of the Foliated Cross, | | ıcing a huge 
sanctum, the tablet of which shows the same two versions of Kan Bah H : j ды K wil 
maize plant as a world tree, and is clearly devoted to the infant E o E he bun in 
as Ihe patron of abundance. Looking west across the ріага is ће dd ёк Ди зара 
ће opinion of many [including те), one of the most perfect buildings ever created by the 


Е visage of ће Sun God as а 
Maya it also has ап inner shrine, in this case representing the vısage of the 


rain or water 


war shield, with crossed spears. This trio of temples devoted respectively to 
maize agriculture, and war suggests that the triadic layout of temples in great cities of the 
Late Preclassic, such as El Mirador, might have had a similar meaning 

Following Kan Bahlam's death in до 702, he was succeeded by a brother 
the misfortune of being taken captive nine years later during a disastrous war with Топіпа 
Curiously, he was eventually released and allowed to live out his remain ng years in 
Palenque. In Ap 722 Ahkal Mo’ Nahb was enthroned and it was this ruler, a nephew c 
Kan Bahlam, who was responsible for a cluster of temples to the south of the Cross Group 
In the past two decades excavations by INAH archaeologists have brought to light some of 
the most magnificent relief carvings ever produced by Classic artists, celebrat ng not only 
the patron-king but also his court and his alkimportant kinship with Рака! the Great 

Three more “Sun-eyed’ Kings succeeded, but пој long after до 800 Palenque (like 
Вопатрак, Yaxchilán, and most of the city-states of the Petén) went int 
ending in the extinction of the Baak dynasty and this beautif 
encroaching tropical fores! 


O steep decline, 


ul city's abandonment to the 


Two clay objects Кот Palenque 
depicting the Jaguar God of 
the Underworld, the night sun 
оп its passage beneath the 
earth. On the left із a large 
figurine; on the right, a tall 
incense burner. 
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TONINA 


۸/۱۱۲ enemies near 


vere as П ilitaristi as any in 


and far parti ularly Palenque. Situated on a limestone паде а! ап ۵ 200-500 meter: 


\ 


(2,600-3,000 feel), Топіпа is the оп! Maya site with а lowlond culture. Crowning 


1 ven area! terr ^5 ) ( CK 
this ridge is an enormous and loft ven great terraces с cing 


Ti г А 
Ihe enormous / 


ће Chiapas 
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Above and right: One of ће lower stages leading ur 


ant). View 


а spacious plaza to the south. On its east side а згеат ha Га very deep ravine mi кіпа 
Топіпа high! y detensible 


The outer facing of the Acropolis and of the јетр 


es оп eacn terrace ума: bui 


tup ot 


horizontally placed limestone slabs that were once completely covered in stucco and painted 
Surviving examples of stuccowork prove that its artists W ere as адер! in this medium as those 
of rival Palenque. The most spectacular of these 5 ће Frieze of the [ 


Uream Lords, discovered 
during Yadeun's excavations. |! features a scaffold covered with quetzal | 


eathers and hung with 
heads of sacrificed captives. Across it strides а weird ske 


eton with turtle shells as sandals and 


carrying a severed head; we know that this must have been а у, ау 


а spirit alter ego of an 
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Opposite: А г 


је 


important king In another рап of the scaffold 15 our old ۵ Hunahp j 
Deiv who has removed part of 
Del ۸ | 


у 


D ۹ 
она 


ot the Popol Vuh, above whom hovers the great Principal В 
Нипабри arm (exactly as in the Клеће' Maya story) 

One of the largest ball courts of the Maya lowlands—far grander than anything at 
Palenque or Tikal —is sunk into the great plaza. Dedicated іп 699, its playing area was 
embellished with the sculptures of six bound captives, all vassals of the Palenque зіс 

Toniná is renowned for its three-dimensional sculpture, а style unknown at any other Мама 
site except Сорап. There are dated stelae for а succession of Late Classic К ngs, some of 
whom also took the solar title of K'inich. The greatest of these was probably Baaknal Chaak 
who achieved many victories, ће most famous one dating to AD 711, when he captured 


Кап Joy Chitam, king of Palenque. An amazing number of in-the-round scu 


plures are ample 
testimony that the Toniná rulers were as grimly bellicose as the Kings of ancient Assyria. The 


саріїмез are shown bound with ropes, and іп one statue, about to be garroted. The һай was 


worn long, so the victims could be grasped by it with one hand 


and the head removed will 
ап obsidian knife held in the other. Almost always, рн 


ће jade ear ornaments were removed and 
a roll of cloth or jaguar skin pushed through the hole in the earlobe 


Perhaps Toniná's defensibility, its prowess in battle, and its access to flowing wat bled 
it to survive longer than any other сіузіше during the Great Collapse. In f Мари 
the city’s rulers managed to erect a monument in the year Ар 904 | 
Maya copitals had already begun to be taken over by the e ; 


act, the very last ој 


long after most other Classic 
verencroaching forest. 
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of the EAST 


COPAN 


The most southeastern Maya city-state was Copan, situated in a fertile river valley 
amid the hills of western Honduras. Copan is famous among travelers for the 
beauty of its architectural sculpture in greenish volcanic tuff, for its magniticent ball 
court, for its Hieroglyphic Stairway (ће longest Maya text yet known), and for the 
numerous stelae of its Classic rulers 

Copán was the first great Maya city that Stephens and Catherwood had ever 


ле 
07 
4 

~ 


seen. Arriving here оп muleback in November 1839 following a horrific journey 


Кот the Caribbean coast, they were enormously impressed. As Stephens exclaims 


No plans or drawings have ever been published, nor an ything that can give an idea 


of that valley of romance and wonder, where . . ће genii who attended King Solomon 


seem to have been the artists 


Drenched by heavy thundershowers every twenty-four hours, plagued by mosquitoes and 
or adequate food, housed in a primitive thatched hut with a 


ticks, without decent medicines 
urvey the ruins and accurately record 


large local family, these two nevertheless managed to s 


monuments carved in a style that neither they nor anyone else in the Western world had 


ever seen or imagined. 


One particular stone monument, placed directly in front of Copans largest ruined 


pyramid, drew their attention: 
four feet high, and the top is divided into twenty-six tablets of 


It is six feet square and 
ord some event in the history of the mysterious 


hieroglyphs, which beyond doubt rec 


people who once inhabited the city 


CITIES 


Сордп5 great Hieroglyphic 
Stairway is the longest Maya 
inscription known, with about 
2,200 individual glyphs. 

The altar before it depicts а 


zoomorphic Flower Mountain. 


Сов % - > да е жайса АР Жы ہلیم ہو ہم بے یں ےس‎ тт. n -< „=. 


Right: Temple 22 

at Copán is dedicated 
to the Maize God 

Оп its summit 15 а 
structure depicting 

ће cloud-filled sky, 
supported by two 
адеа divinities. The 
step at its foot rests on 
carved skulls depicting 
the Underworld 


Overleaf: View of the 
magnificent ball court 
of Copán, looking 
toward Stela 2. This 
is the third successive 
stage of the structure, 
completed in the reign 
of Waxaklahun 

Ubah K'awiil. 


and that its inscription records the 
d the sides of the block, each seated 


f the first sixteen of its rulers 


We now know this great carved block as "Altar О, 
founding of Copán; the sixteen figures extending aroun 
upon a hieroglyph, are (as Stephens surmised) а succession O 
(there was to be only one more before the city passed from history) 


Far ~ B Rufe 5 US hc | 
Copan’s founding father was Yax Кок Mo’ (First Quetzal Macaw) Altar Q tells us tha 
ір 426, and three days later he underwent 


he was elevated to royal status on September 5, 
е that these events took place at distant 


an investiture ritual. There is every reason to believ с 
Teotihuacán, the great imperial city of the Early Classic in the central highlands of Mexico 
After a journey of 152 days, Yax Кок Мо arrived at Copán, which he probably speedily 
incorporated into the Pax Teotihuacana. There had been a sedentary, native Maya people 
in the Copán Valley as early as 1200 вс (as Olmecinfluenced pottery attests), and the foreign 
invader took a noblewoman of local origin as his queen 

That this warrior king pictured and named on an eighth-century stone monument actually 
existed has been triumphantly proved by a remarkable archaeological project. The entire 
southern part of central Copán is occupied by its Acropolis, which comprises three temple 
pyramids, additional buildings on connected platforms, and two large courts 

At some time during the centuries between the abandonment of the site and the arrival 
of Stephens and Catherwood, the Copan River had leapt its usual banks (perhaps during 
а devastating hurricane) and had torn away structures along the east side of the Acropolis 
leaving what Sylvanus Morley once claimed to be the greatest archaeological cross section 
in the world. Looking up at it Кот the river's edge, one can see that the ceremonial се 
of Copan is a gigantic palimpsest, floor piled on floor building program on building 
program, reign alter reign, until the city reached its final form 

Beginning as early as 1891, there have been large-scale excavation and epigraphic 
programs at the ruins of Copán by (among others) Harvard University, the Carnegie 
Institution of Washington, Pennsylvania State University, the Honduran Institute of 
Anthropology and History, Tulane University, and the University of Pennsylvania, as а result 
of which this is probably the best understood ancient city in all of Moo During th 
past thirty years, three different projects have tunneled into the cor | 7 
its exposed river face, and revealed that the testimony of Altar О 
Stephens with its sixteen seated rulers, was absolutely f ۱ 


nter 


e of the Acropolis from 


ће stone that intrigued 


actual, and not a Maya fantasy 
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Нед the interior base < 
unnels reached the 


зхріогаїогу | (ће Founder himsell 
One of these exp d Не tomb of the Founder піп 
C A 


і ў A encountere | ‚| 1 1 rot 
longlived State Тетріє and enc lepicted with а shiela са 


Nr Altar Q he is Серсей ۱ 

Мо", the foreigner от а 0 данай وی‎ № n * "00 | this а p 
obscuring his right arm, and an analysis ої his asi 7 ! Al " | ће 
deformed from 0 badly healed trac ture ncurred n ранк р | in 1 1 
had built in Teotihuacán style was an even more ур" ей ۱ | | 
considered by the University of Pennsylvania team as ۳ ۱ Р 

Тһе dynasty established by К en 3 
kings extending to ће мег | пу, Ше У T 
additions, and expansions that resulted in ће Copan we | 
century, the seventh king (known by the modern nickname Ууаету Jagua T 
major expansion of the Acropolis and most ої these rulers 
Stale Temple, each addition paying homage to the man d 
Кок Mo’, the "First Quetzal Macaw” lord. The most spectacular of these later structure 
was the work of the tenth ruler Moon Jaguar who reigned from 553 to 5/8. Called 
Коза а by Honduran archaeologist Ricardo Agurcia, who di ere 6 
this is a buried temple-shrine dedicated to ће Founder extraordinarilv comr lete because 
it had been covered by a later structure, its facade ornamented with brilliant ром пготе 
stuccoes emphasizing the hybrid quetzal-macaw and ће Sun God 

Copóns longestreigning ruler was its twelfth king, Smoke пих (628-95): on Altar Q lame scarlet macaws can still be seen 2 
he sits atop a glyph showing that he was a "5 K’atun Lord," that is, he had survived into his ће entrance to the archaeological par 


eighth decade —a Maya Камп being a period of 


|us! under twenty years. This was a kind 
of golden age for Сорап, its people, and especially the vast number of sculptors, architects 
and scribes that must have been assembled there. Smoke Imix 


was largely responsible for the 
Great Plaza in the north half of 


the city center, a huge мепџе І 
number of monuments were carved and dedicated 


Smoke Imix began the construction of 
Temple 16; this was to be his funerar 
it. Не was accompanied by а застій 
scribe, including ink containers and 
Also placed in the tomb were cera 


a of a workin 
olding-screen book). 


had preceded him. 


٥ codex (f 


mic effigies of the twelve kings who 
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| head at Copan 


n ancient, ۵ 
ГИ 

perhaps one ої ine 

Grandfather ог Grandm 


figures who act ده‎ 5 


of gods and humans іп the 
mythic epic the Popol Vuh. 


This тап и 
| | an was clearly а scholarking. It has long been noted that martial iconography 
is a rarity in the public sculpture of 


almost never display themselves наса HERE RR MA 
The Altar Q рогі er 4 : garbed as victorious warriors, taking or trampling captives 
| > portrait ої Yax K'uk' Mo' is an exception, but his small shield must have been 
жалын аа. il cover up his deformity. Only near the close of Сорап long history, in 
reliefs on the top of lemple 11, do we see royal warriors 
This makes me wonder about the role of Copán within ће Classic Maya world. How is її 


the x је or co ( N сг сн 
а! іп spite of constant acts of aggression between various polities, and the vicious treatment | 


Jive Coto e | ^c | ~ ~ » 
given defeated kings and their retinues, complex elements of higher culture —the gods, ће 


riluals, the writing, and the calendric system in which this culture is expressed — are reasonably 


۵ throughout? How could this be, unless there were some place or city where the various 
bearers of this culture, regardless of what city-state they came from, could meet and discuss 
matters of high import, and be protected from retribution. Copan may have ра ved a role 
similar to that played by Delphi among the fractious ancient Greek cities 

One of these matters would have been the lunisolar calendar and the true length of 
the tropical year. ЇЇ was an issue of great importance, as the official Maya year had only 
365 days instead of the approximately 3654 days that it takes the earth to orbit the sun 
Significantly it was in AD 682, during the reign of Smoke тих, that Copan astronomers 
arrived at a formula that adjusted for this discrepancy, calculating that 149 moons equals 
4 400 days, which means in our terms that a lunation averages 29 53020 days 
remarkably close lo what modern astronomers have determined it to be. This formula soon 
spread throughout all the contending powers in the Mayo realm 

For modern visitors to Copán, the ruler who is most impossible to ignore is the next king, 


ће unfortunate Waxaklahun Ubah K'awiil (18 Images of the God K'awiil). The Mayanists 


Simon Martin and Nikolai Grube гаје his reign, Кот AD 695 to 738, as ће acme of Copans 
ved the Great Plaza with seven sell-portraits, inthe-round stelae carved in 


prosperity. He embellist 


ff and then lightly stuccoed and painted. These show the king in various guises, most 
d-ornamented sarong and maize headdress of the Maize God, but 
was a spirit called Mo’ Wits (Macaw Mountain) These 


volcanic tu 
strikingly in the jade bea 


also as local deities, including one who 
s were lovingly drawn by Catherwood in the magnificent lithographic portfolio 


glorious sculpture | 
great king's sculptors were оп ап aesthetic par with the great 


that he published in 1844. The 


stucco and limestone relief artists of Palenque. 
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Opposite: The four sides 

of Altar Q [dedicated in 

AD 770) depict Сорбп5 
first sixteen kings. Its upper 
surface, first described and 
pictured by Stephens and 
Catherwood, recounts the 
arrival from someplace in 
the west of Yax K'uk' Мо”, 
the first king 


Overleaf: Four of the twelve 
clay incense burners from 

the deeply buried tomb of 
Сорап 5 twelfth ruler, Smoke 
Imix. All аге presumably royal 
portraits; on the far left is the 
first, Yax K'uk' Mo”, with his 
"додаје" eyes. AD 695. 


nts was building a new temple 
his predecessor, Smoke Imix. In front 
Stairway, but failed to 


Another of Waxaklahun Ubah K'awiil's achieveme 
(Temple 26) on top of the one containing ће tomb of | а 
of this new structure he began Copóns justly famous Hierog E 
complete it to the top for reasons that will shortly become uch ۱ ы 

Adjacent to this structure he had constructed Temple 22, in ils ےت‎ я 
uniting great architecture with outstanding architectural sculpture in а eds : ×ظ‎ 
program. Temple 22 represents a major and ancient вох из i i | j в 
with the creation of the world, gods, and men —the Mountain of Sustenance, where 


We know that this temple- 
gods had hidden maize, the pan-Mesoamerican staff of life a 


the 


pyramid is a mythic mountain, as the corners of each tier are monster faces سس‎ ۱ 
ће hieroglyph wits, “mountain.” Within the temple on the summil, surrounding ап inner 
doorway, is a sculptured tableau of the layers of the universe, with skulls belo w and 
twodirectional gods holding up the heavens, in which cloud scrolls undulate. At one time 
ће upper walls were crowned with beautiful busts of the young Maize God, singing 
with halFopen mouth and with one hand raised as though in blessing 

In its final form the ball court of Copán, one of the finest in existence, is also the legacy 
of this king. Strategically situated between the Great Plaza and ће Court of the Hieroglyphic 
Stairway, it must have been a key venue in the ceremonial life of ће city. Down its central 
axis, and set into the floor of the court, are three round boundary markers depicting pairs of 
ballplayers; one of these markers depicts Waxaklahun Ubah K'awiil facing off against an 
Underworld god, as though he were reenacting the role of his Maize God ancestor 

But was the ball court the only place in the city where this game was played? Many Late 
Classic Maya painted vases depict the rubber-ball gome being played not in the andar 


|зћаред court, but against a set of stairs. In both the West and East Courts of 


Copan, 
adjacent to three major temple-pyramids, 


are instead of 
round—that may well have been used to mark out playing areas like those in the ball і 
itself, with the rubber ball being bounced off stairways. In | 2 
important feature of Maya culture, ће more we realize that 
kinds of ball games. 


there are sets of three markers — squ 


асі, ће more we know about this 
there was пој just one, but many 


The Long Count date corresponding to April 29, до 738 was an 


7 ۲ 
event for Woxaklahun Ubah K'awiil. The small city of па ак ај des of Магећ 


most due north of 
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Copán, ас 6 
рап, across а low sierra in the valley of 


the Motagua River. From its founding in Ap 426, 
15 ruler had always Б 


een a vassal of Copán. The importance of this client state probably 


rom the fact th 5 с з 
«му at the Classic Maya obtained all of their precious green jade 
rom Ihe riverbed of the М 


stemmed f 


ЛА | ۳ 
otagua and Кот the Sierra de las Minas to its north However, 


on that fateful day. K'e Che E 
atetul day, Как Tiliw Chan Yopaat (Fire-burning Sky Lightning God), the current 


x ої Quiriguá, attacked Copán and captured its king, beheading him six days later 
Subsequent to this Quiriguá flourished under Как Ту Chan Yopaat; though its architecture 
remained small-scale and undistinguished, its sculptors erected giant sandstone stelae with 
hieroglyphic inscriptions of an unsurpassed complexity and beauty 


In spite ot this enormous setback. the Сорап а упазіу was reestablished, and life went on 


^ Mas ся ےپ‎ DUE 3 ЕКЕН | | 
18 ће city n AD / 44 15 fifteenth ruler was inaugurated Under his lec ıdersh р, те upper рагі 


К ра E с RER )4 

ot the Hieroglyphic Stairway was completed and Temple 26 achieved its final form. He was also 

responsible tor Temple ] ] and archaeologists suspeci that his tom b lies somewhere within it 
The last Copán ruler of note was the sixteenth, Yax Pasah Chan Yopaat (First Dawn 


п 763 гот the Founder on Altar О 


Sky Lightning). It is he who takes the s 


and during his reign the ceremonial part of the city reached the form that we see today 


including the State Temple. || seems as though his authority over Copán's people was by no 
means as strong as that of his pre-Conquesi predecessors for in the northeast suburbs of the 
city lavish courts inhabited and administered by the higher п bles had sprung up. A few о! 
these had magnificent hieroglyphic benches’ — thrones beautifully carved with astronomical 
and sacred figures. One of these complexes, іп the group known as 105 Sepulturas,” was 
the court of a very high-ranking royal scribe; besides an interior bench of the kind described 
above, the busts of scribal gods holding brush pens and conch shell ink containers were 
placed in niches in the facade 

But Copán's days as a great Classic city were numbered. There 15 one last, pathetic 


monument—an unfinished square Боск listing the accession of one Ukit Took in the year 


^p 802. After that, silence. Yet ће Copán Valley is exceptionally fertile, and lack of drinking 
water through drought, always а threat in the southern lowlands, could not have been а 
factor here. The kings апа their courts disappeared, but the farming population stayed, right 
through to the Early Postclassic period (Ab 925-1200) in fact = tinas of pottery of that 

d have proved. Whatever caused the downfall of Yax K'uk' Mo's dynasty was more 


perio کو یئ‎ 
political cataclysm than an ecologica! disaster. 


likely to have been а 


6065 ОК ۳ ۵ 


This limestone tenon head 
Кот а Copán building 
depicts Chahk, the god of 
raín and lightning; from his 
head rises а cormorantlike 


bird with a fish in its beak. 


MAYA RENAISSANCE in the 
NORTHERN LOWLANDS 


Ana с ha ле a і ‚ [ تع ری‎ ( 
In опе of Ine greatest tragedies of ancient times, the Classic cities ot the southern 
- ۹ ЖОР اک ان تپ‎ | 
lowlands declined and were abandoned, one by опе thr 'ughoul the ninth 
century, and this мазі region largely reverted lo rain forest. This sad story 15 


le a ^ hz | ғ ہی‎ 
revealed not only in ће obvious decay through neglect of each city's monumental 


architecture but more accurately in the failure of city after city to erect stone 


5 pul forward 


monuments dated in the Long Count system. There have been many h 
to account for this cataclysm, the most compelling being agri ultural collapse triggered by 


ме occurred between / 760 and 0] 0 Ви ће 


three brutal multiyear droughts known to Пс 


downfall of great civilizations, like that of the Roman Empire, is usually the result of multiple 


с 


ations in the area had increased enormous 


У resulting in 


causes. By AD 800, Maya popu 


UNE A 
vere erosion. VVartare between the city-states had reached 


widespread deforestation and s 


hastily thrown around a few city 


a crescendo, evidenced by jerry-built defensive walls 


centers. And the inhabitants of the Classic city of Aguateca were forced to flee their palaces 


and homes before unknown invaders burned the city to the ground 


The leading Maya archaeologist of the twentieth century, Sir Eric Thompson, posited 


Rio Bec is actually a collection that uprisings and revolutions had finally toppled the dynastic ruling class There is no lack 


of fourteen small and loosely 
connected single (ог at most 
two) buildings in a region so 
covered with rain forest that defaced (including the 
Па Ber folding:screen book) has survived from the Classic, although the great cities once probably 
15 original discovery. 


few Classic stelae and other monuments have escaped breakage 


of evidence for this: very 
d nobles often have their eyes and mouths 


and vandalism, the figures of kings, queens, ап 
individuals in ће Bonampak murals), and not one codex (bark-paper 


had whole libraries of them 
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Yucatán Peninsula 
B hat farther north, and especially in ће northern third of the Yu 
ut somewhat ta й | 
flowering of Maya civilization during ће піп 
ћ endured until about А 
thwest, are а number of the 


th and tenth centuries 
there was a remarkable ¬ 925. Ascribed 
in what we now call the Terminal Classic, whic 
to this brief period, especially in the Puuk area O ود‎ 
greatest buildings ever created by the Maya, some of which have 
of architects of our own age. Concurrently, severa 
such as Edzná in Campeche and Cobá in Quintana Roo, continued to ri 
one—Ek' Balam in far northern Yucatan—astounds us with its spectacular artistry In three 
dimensional stuccowork. It has been plausibly suggested that the droughts Іра! suppo edly 
brought the downfall of the southern Maya city-states were far more localizec 
been thought, and had little effect on the north 

One great problem in dealing with all of these “cities of the north” has beer 
relative paucity of readable—and datable— inscriptions. Compared to southern cities 
with the notable exceptions of Edzná and Соба, they erected very few stelae or other 


dated monuments—often none at all—and those that were carved are often highly eroded 


f the nor 
luenced a generation 
| northern cities with far older roots 


flourish: and 


| than had 


^ the 


because of the poor grade of limestone used. A further problem of legibility arises from 

ће sad fact that few of their scribes and artists who worked with stone were very good 
calligraphers, compared to their peers in Palenque or Сорап. We thus know all too little 
about northern dynasts other than the ones who lorded it over ЕК Balam [with its remarkable 
painted inscriptions]. 

The true iconographic and religious meaning of many Maya temples in the northern 
lowlands was discovered in 1987 through the decipherment of a single hieroglyph by the 
then-young epigrapher David Stuart. This was а sign that superficially looked like Kawak 
До ро ае ынча 
elongated upper Іір, and Maya И سح‎ оер З 

gan to call this ће "Ком 
a study of phonetic substitutions used by the Maya scribes, St 
to be read as wits, the Maya word for "mountain." | 

In its larger sense, this zoomorphic bein 
embodiment of a solar paradise, the place 
nobility, and brave warriors went to live f 


oliated form. 
one head with an 

ак Monster.” Through 
vart found that it was actually 


9 was not just any old mountain, but an 
of the Sun God, where the souls of Kings 
orever, delighting in the divine perfume exhaled 
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by Howers th ER 
۲۰۱۱ је musical se 

| 5 Jsical sounds uttered by lovely tropical birds, and the precious jades 

and gentle raindrons f i 
: | aindrops falling Кот above. Thanks to iconographic research by Karl Taube, 

214 К Mal representatiame 291 hi. ж і P 
[ presentations ої this Flower Mountain (nichte wits. in Maya) are now known in 
the Mi ма , 


YA 


wlands from the Inta Deal. : ۳4 
ands Кот the Late Preclassic until the Spanish Conquest; the concep! itself із 


۸۷۱ jespr ad in the Americas extending miocena! Mexico aad ever amona he 


blo peoples ої the American Southwest 


cept pri bably arose first ama па ће Olmec but later bec ame elabi rated amona 


1, who, it will be reca | 


ed, live in а karstic limestone environment, in which 


| so'ution cavities abound. Not surprisingly, Flower Mountain, as it appears 
nN aya art and ar hitecture has if wn mouth. de рісіє 4 as а vast reptilian maw set ОЙК 
агеа! tangs —this is ће cave ot the liv ng mountain mas ham which етше ks Баса 
the gods and the ances ho dwell in it. / iai ths te mething else about 
Flower Mountair which they called 7 пасајерећ or "Mountair + ў یی‎ In i 
ће gods had hidden maize ће staff of life, along wit er | ar In one version ОЇ 
the story, Quetzalcoatl (Feathered Serpent), brings out the corn seeds to the upper world. || 
ism yths of this sort that probably explain why (апела та mordis ef бай Воно Ihe 
Maize God and his retinue stand upon a feathered snake that has apparently brought them 


out from a cave inside Flower Mountain [see page 15] 


[ ЛА 


lerstanding of Maya icor ography by several e ђе! generati ms of scholars 


A faulty un 


led to a serious misidentification of the so-called “long-nosed gods” on buildings іп c 


centers like Uxmal, Kabah, and Chic hén Itzá as the rain deity Chahk, rather than as 
multiple heads ої Flower Mountain. What misled scholars such as the great German 


С | ED -Inceir NAc in ( ne 1o 
Mesoamericanist Eduard Seler is that in the very Late Postclassic Madrid Codex, the rain 


| = x: 5 ~ ЗЕ hahl ln AJ 
god's upper lip has been drawn out into а noselike curlicue, а feature of Chahk unknown 


in Classic times and earlier 
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НІП BEC STYLE 


Situated about 45 | ilometers (28 m es) northeast of Calakmul— le har days march 
Шы, that once powertu capital - 15 a compact ге Jion епі losing а plethora ot Terminal 
Classic sites in what has been known as the Ро Вес style. This architecture is characterized 
ру elaborate, almost Багоа је buildin g facades of stone and stucci representing Flower 
Mountain and its reptilian саме; one entered the temple interior through а door ex e 
with gigantic fangs. The Río Bec temple often consists of a low and a ras 


уре — religious structure, flanked by two soaring “false towers." With their high roof crests 


these towers clearly imitate ће major temple-pyramids of Tikal, but their stairways cannot be 


climbed апа their doorw ays аге illusor y They are unique In the pre Columbian New World 


consists of twelve separate building 


Río Bec, which gave its name to this architectural style 
discovery in 1907 by the French 


complexes and has been known to archaeologists since its с 


explorer Maurice de Périgny 


Facade of а Rio Bec building. The 'checkerboard” panels flanking Ше doorway аге 


typical of this architectural style 
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БОт ۷ 20 kil углејег5 | | 2 mi es) To the north of R О Вес 5 ће Very 5 milar Xpuhil ۸ hose 


lowers can бе seen Кот the mox је irn hi ¡hw av that crosses the pe دا‎ Los Chetuma 


on the Caribbean. we s to Escárcega. Весс this east-west highway 


the mostvisited ruin in the Rio Bec area‏ ؟ 


Nearby a reed-covered waterhole that 


AP ihi 


gave its name to Ihe 


5 
false lowers are 6۶۵ 


but at ће back, and obscured бу the‏ ۔ 


Ing 
As usual, the lowers are 
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left-hand tower, is a tar 
solid and therefore —like the “stairs - 


taller and belter-preserv ed one 


nonfunclional 
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ad doorway leading Ink 


А В ap 86 => 
Just southwest of Xpuhil is Chicanná, with its enormous апа betange 


Flower Mountain 


Opposite: Structure ХХ, 


with stacked Flower Mountain 


22) 
та5к5 оп one corner 


Overleaf: West side of 
Structure || а! Chicannás 
Group A. The central fagade 
is a symbolic Flower Mountain 
and the entrance is a cave 
with a gaping monster mouth 
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хреаііоп с ۴ ٩ 


508616 kilometers (10 miles) southwest of Chicanná is ће | 


Y 


AJ 
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Hormiguero. Like many Maya sites in 6 southern lov 


chicleros—tappers of chicle latex for the chewing-gum Industry Тпеу repi 
5 emanated 


stone doors that could close, and rooms from which strange noise 


exploration of Hormiguero began with ће Carnegie Institution є 


The great monster mask 
doorway on the south side of 


Hormiguero’s Structure Il, the 


largest building at the site 
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As there are no inscriptions at Becán [nor at any oth 


ve m а! Classic 
Му ‚ ће Terminal Classic 
ће enemy might have been to warrant such defensive works. Ву "e 
s to survive until пе 
Río Bec-style buildings were being put up, and the city managed to s 
Late Postclassic period ; | РУМЕ 
| of the Rio Bec sites are in such close proximity to Calakmul that it see 
کے‎ I's political grasp, which exerted its power 
inconceivable that they were not within Calakmul's political grasp, с 


more widely than any other Maya city-state 


Right: In the distance rises 
Structure ІХ, the principal 
lemple-pyramid at Becán 


Overleaf: Panoramic view of 
Весбп5 East Plaza. On the 
right is the entrance وا‎ the city, 
passing through the defensive 
тоа! and earth гатрагі 
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Opposite: Siacked Flower 
Mouniain masks on the 
corners of Structure | at 
Tabasqueño. 


Right: Structure 15 monster 
mouth entrance. 


ite: Two Hochob 
Below: The ornate facade of Opposite: /wo дж i 
the main temple at Hochob temple-pyramids му 
roof combs 
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shrouded | 


Stephens and Catherwood never did see the forest | Me 

Chenes; until de Pérignys 1907 expedition, they would have been known Only T | 
region's chicleros [chicle gatherers) and occasional hunters. But they did know ће greal 
Terminal Classic sites among and to the south of the Puuk hills of northwest Yucatan, ат у 
marveled. Here is what Stephens said on his first view of the beautiful structures of Uxmal 


The place of which | am now speaking was beyond all doubt 
and highly civilized city, and the reader can nowhere find one word of it on any раде of 
history. Who built it, why it was located on that spot, away from water or апу 

natural advantages which have determined the sites of cities whose histories are known 


what led to its abandonment and destruction, no man can tell 


Certainly lack of water—for drinking, washing, cooking, and many لاه‎ 
a major problem for the inhabitants of the Puuk cities Moving f 
Ihe Yucatán Peninsula, the long win 


лег purposes — was 
rom south to northwest over 


ters between rainy seasons become increasingly dryer 


down through ће hard 


ped cistern into which the summer rains 
were funneled. Each residential group in a Puuk settlement had at least one chullun: ће ci 
of Sayil, for instance, had more than three hundred. Y 


In the near absence of standing water, the solution was to excavate 


limestone and hollow out a chultun, a bottle-sha 


he front of the House of the Mag 


The full moon illuminates | 


at Uxmal. ¡cian temple-pyramid 
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So what could have been the attraction of this somewhat desiccated area امہ‎ 
Maya? The answer із that Puuk soils were remarkably fertile, and ри n /ere ж 
flourish. In fact, modern site surveys have shown that even ће great Puu 3 es i (x 
density "green cities," with garden plots and even maize fields existing almost contigu 
lo ceremonial structures "TW 

Puuk architecture is generally agreed to be the most splendid ever produced by the 
Maya, and had an influence that has reached far beyond its time and place, most notably 
in the Mayan Revival style of early-twentieth-century American and British architects like 
Frank Lloyd Wright and Robert StacyJudd. Unlike the temple structures of the southern 
lowland cities, in which relotively rough stone blocks were held by a cement and rubble 
core and then given a thick coat of plaster, Puuk buildings were faced with a stone veneer 

of precisely cut squares, Flower Mountain masks, mult tiple "bound columns," and complex 
architectural mosaics formed of individually cut geometric elements. Each city has soarina 
lemple-pyramids, but most Puuk structures are гапдечуре buildings with multiple rooms. In 
some siles, room entrances are often divided by one or two standing columns, and upper 


façades have long lines of false columns bound with horizontal bands 


The Palace а! Kabah qt sunset. 
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The four bestknown Puuk sites (апа the most visited) are Uxmal, Kabah, Sayil, and Labná 


Uxmal is undoubtedly the queen of Puuk cities. Visitors since the days ot 4117 
Catherwood have been awed Бу its Governor's Palace, placed on its own great, square 
platform with a commanding view of the site as a whole. Here is what Stephens had 

to say about its highly complex mosaic upper facade: "The designs were strange and 


я с la asia ( 
incomprehensible, very elaborate, sometimes grotesque but often sımple tasteful, and 


Stephens and 


beautiful.” 

Like almost all Puuk buildings, its corbelvaulted rooms are unusually tall and spacious 
and as tradition says, probably did house the ruler and his court, or at least give them 
offices! According to those few Uxmal monuments with hieroglyphic texts, the king was 
named lord Chahk, and he reigned about до 900. We know little about his history, but it 
was certainly he who was responsible for most of Uxmal's architectural glories 

Other buildings are equally stunning, masterpieces of precision masonry and 
architecture. The so-called Nunnery Quadrangle (there is no real record of the ancient 
Maya ever having had orders of nuns!) consists of four rectangular, single-story гапдечуре 
buildings facing each other across а courtyard. The upper facade of each emphasizes a 
different theme; for example, the North Building has (or had) goggleeyed masks of ће 
ancient Teotihuacán war god, the West Building features Feathered Serpents and models 
of thatched Maya huts, and so forth. As for the function of these structures, it may well 
be that they were Young Men's Houses: among the Aztecs 


of central Mexico this 
of building was called а telpochcall EU. 


i, an academy in which young princes and nobles 


The principal buildings at Uxmal, seen Кот 


ће Great Р À 
foreground, stacked Flower Mountain masks Б lp the right 


154 ROYAL CITIES or tHe ANCIENT MAYA 


received instruction in statecraf 


t, religion, military matters—a use that has been suggested for 
Bonampak's Temple of 


the Murals. But we really don't know. | 


Dominating the Nunnery Quadrangle on the east is the House of the Magician, a tall 


temple-pyramid; officiants coming from the Nunnery would have entered its upper temple 


through а vast, fang-girded portal, with stacked Flower Mountain masks on each side. " 
Some distance to the west of the Nunnery is the "Cemetery Group,” unique to Uxmal ПЕР 
among Terminal Classic Maya sites, as its low platforms are embellished on the front with 


los 
ML x 
reliets of skulls, crossbones, and disembodied eyes (complete with their nerve stalks). Almost || 4 
surely this quadrangle, along with the small temple structure on опе side, were dedicated to | £ 

۱ = 
human sacrifice and displays of severed heads ТА 
||| Би 

|| % 

| 
N 


в 
The pierced roof comb ў 
of this multiroomed Uxmal 3 
building has given it the 1 
modern name las Palomas й | 
| 
2 


SUMAS “з 


3 (ће dovecote). The corbel- 
E vaulted arch on the left was 
ће entrance Іо the compound. 
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Uxmal's massive House ої the 
Magician temple-pyramid 
underwen! five successive 
rebuildings during the Terminal 
Classic period, reaching the 
height of about 35 meters 
(115 feet] in ils final slage Of 
Ihe two superimposed temple 
façades on top, the lower one 
is in pure Chenes зјује 
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The House of the Мі Igician 
temple py ramid. lo кіпа 

north from the Governor's 
Palace. These were probably 
Uxmal's two тоз important 
the latter devoted to 


structures 
royal administration, and the 
former [perhaps] to the royal 
ancestral cult. In contrast to 
the southern Maya cities, in 
Uxmal readable texts are а! 
а minimum, so we can only 
guess as to the function of 
these beautiful buildings 


MAYA 


Opposite: One of a pair of rings that served as bull’s-eye goals 


game, Uxmal. 


for the ball 


Above: The middle section of Uxmal's Governor's Palace, 
fronted by a double-headed jaguar throne. The рајасе5 upper 
façade is an elaborate mosaic of precarved limestone blocks 
that continues around all four sides. 
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The Puuk site of Kabah lies 18 kilometers (11 miles) to the south of Uxmal, and is 


connected to it by а sakbe (white road or causeway). А! {е terminus of this ancient 
highway is a treestanding arch, much like those through which visitors once entered 
Roman cities (except that the Maya arch із corbeled, rather than “true”]. Kabah's most 
famous building bears the local Yucatec Maya name of Kotz Poop, meaning “rolled- 
up mat,” for reasons that elude me. It is another one-story range structure, with a frontal 
facade made UP trom floor to roofline, of what are said to have been аз many as 


four hundred Flower Mountain mosaic masks although many have fallen away over 


1. Once 


the centuries. There is nothing quite like if elsewhere іп the land of the Маус 
fully polychromed, it must have been an amazing sight in ancient times. The interior 
steps leading to back rooms consist of the rolled-up “nose” of one of these masks. Four 


doorjambs of the Kotz' Poop feature relief scenes showing the same sinister looking 


protagonist spearing an enemy and taking captives; this individual, who appears in other 


sculptures at Kabah, wears a padded-cotton war јаске! and has a short goatee and 


Anal Parr ie me г 5 уе ре ne‏ دای 
prominent cicatrices curving around his eyes and down his face. He must have been th‏ 


warlike king of this important city but we know neither his name nor his history 
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building іѕ unique 


MAYA RENAISSANCE їм THE NORTHERN LOWLANDS 


ےب( р‏ کشا 
те Караћ lora‏ 


le jacket aiming а 


Spear а! a rival warrior 


Opposite: This freestanding 
arch із positioned at the 
southern end of a sakbe, 

or causeway, linking Kabah 
to Uxmal 


Overleaf: On the Іей, 5 
Palace; on the right, the 
Kotz' Poop. 
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Below: The m јјезис Palace of 


1yil. Most of the Б 
the right < the stai won 
in ruins 

Opposite: Like most Puuk 
architecture, the corners of 
۵0۱/5 structures feature Flower 
Mountain masks and bound 


s | و‎ 2 
pseudo-columns 


JAYIL 


Another member of this quartet of great Puuk sites із Sayil, also visited by Stephens and Cather 
on their second voyage to Yucatán. Its most striking building із known as the Palace. Its three | 
are termed “stories,” but in reality each “story” із a long row of rooms set back and over the basic 
rubble core of the building. It was a huge structure, divided into two halves by its frontal stairway 
Sayil's major buildings are positioned in a roughly north-south line, and are connected by а 

long sakbe. This is the only Puuk city that has been mapped in its entirety, with the inclusion of all 
residential groups; from this, it is estimated that the population of this Terminal Classic site might have 
totaled 10,000 persons, with an additional 6,000 residing in satellite communities 


Sayil has a number of carved monuments, most of them either very badly executed or much 


NOOO 


els 


eroded (or both). A few are truly crude, depicting nude males with enormous dangling phalli; by 


comparison with some of the reliefs at Palenque, these may be humiliated captives. However, there 


was at this time a sort of phallic cult in the Puuk area —Uxmal used to have a virtual forest of stone 


phalli, but these indecorous objects have been removed from tourists’ eyes 
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LABNA 


The fourth member is Labná (“old house”). In his port 
а particularly beautiful colored lithograph of Lobná's most memorable feature— ils great 
freestanding arch. lts face is framed on either side by mosaic stone relies of thatched Maya 
huts. Again, as at the other Puuk sites, there is a “Palace,” in this case only two instead of 
three “stories,” and гапдечуре buildings that might also have been "Young Men's Houses 
Towering over the city on the south is El Mirador (The Lookout), a lofty, much-ruined temple 
pyramid. Causeways inlerconnect all these groups 

The cities of the Puuk survived until about ao 1000, and some, like Uxmal, were at least 


folio of 1844, Catherwood published 


partially inhabited until the arrival of the Spanish invaders. The influence of its architectural 
syle extended far and wide, and we will see its presence even at the great city of Chichén 
Itza, over 80 kilometers (50 miles) to the east 


One وه اه‎ тапу 
multiroomed residential 
buildings. The rows of 
bound pseudo-columns 
on the facade аге lypical 
of Puuk architecture. 
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Left: View ћгоџаћ ће 
: ( 
vaulted passageway а! 

یرم 

Labná that is Hanked by 
С] x 

Flower Mountain masks 


[see page 175] 


Overleaf, left: F/ Mirador 
seen through a corbel 
vaulled orchway 


Overleaf, right: The lovely 
freestanding arch at Labná, 
almost exactly as it was 
piclured by Catherwood in 
the nineteenth century. Step- 
and-fret mosaics decorate 
its upper facade on this 
side. Mosaic stone reliefs 
of thatched Maya huts 
ornament the other side. 
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). Its multiple rooms have suggested 


resemblance to the Palace at Sayil [see page 170 
Jential function 


served both an administrative and a resic 
stelae and two сагуеа 
don't know who these 


to some investigators that it 
Surprisingly, there are no fewer than thirty-two 


Edzná, but most inscriptions are badly erodec 
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General books on the ancient Maya published as late as the 1950s and 19005 (including 
my own) failed to mention a site called Ek Balam (translated as “Black Jaguar” in some 
Colonial sources, but more likely in Classic times to have been “Jaguar Star”), or even show 


it on their maps. Since that time, we have come to realize that this city in ће northeast third 


of Yucatan is one of the most distinctive and consequential polities of the Classic era, with a 
magnificent epigraphic record. In short, we now know the person who created Ek’ Balam as 
| и looks today. This site was occupied Кот Late Preclassic times well into the Colonial period 
| (ће Spanish priests even placed a Christian chapel іп its main plaza), and the place name by 
| which it is still known to local Maya is actually recorded in its hieroglyphic inscriptions. As а 
| polity, it was called by ће dynastic name of Talol. 
0 The ceremonial-political center of Ek’ Balam is not extensive in area—6 square kilometers 
| (2.3 square miles) —but it contains some impressively large structures. It is girded by two 
| | concentric walls, almost surely defensive in purpose; visitors or people Кот the surrounding 
| district could have entered it on Ihe south through а masonry arch recalling those at Kabah 
and Labná. Facing the central plaza on the north is the enormous Acropolis; thanks to 
discoveries made by a team of Mexican archaeologists in recent decades, we now know 
۳ that this was the palace of an immensely powerful king named Ukit Kan Le'k Tok'—and 
eventually his funerary monument. Until his accession in ло 770, ЕК Balam was a rather 
unprepossessing city. This man changed all of that: he was по! only а Ки! 


| 

| | . и 5 
| | | of Talol, he was also а kolomte, а Ше somewhat akin to our “autocrat.” d з coc 
! Near the summit of the Acropolis із he most astounding stucco bas-relief ever sculpted Balam. The extreme flatness 
| | | by the Maya. Heavily influenced stylistically by Chenes iconography, it із symbolically of the Yucatán landscape is 


readily apparent. 
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а Flower Mountain, the “cave” of which is entered though a reptilian mouth, in this case | 
surrounded оп all four sides by huge fangs. This із truly three-dimensional stuccowork: in-the- 
round standing figures of royal youths, with feathered “backracks” like those worn 7 
young nobles in ће Вопатрак murals, are placed оп either side of the upper panel. Le i 
gleaming white by its makers, this great façade was preserved intact by being cov ered over 
on the death of Ukit Kan Le'k Tok’. Beautifully painted muraHexts indicate that Ihe whole 
structure had its own proper name: Sak Хок Naah, "White House of Reading," surely a 
reference to the many texts painted on the walls of the rooms within 

Excavating through the fanged doorway to an inner room, the archaeologists came 
across Ukit Kan Le'k Tok's vaulted tomb, one of the most spectacular ever discovered in the 
Maya area. Upon his death at the beginning of the ninth century, the king was laid out with 
ће usual array of vessels containing food and drink, a shell necklace in the shape of sk 
and a small gold frog almost surely imported from Panama - a most unusual rarity, since 
ће Classic Mesoamerica had no metals at all (metallurgy only appears in the Postclassic 
probably introduced by traders from Ecuador and Рапата). Over the room containing his 
tomb is а capstone painted with the deceased king portrayed as the young Maize God 
the same concept that one sees оп Pakal's famous sarcophagus lid at Palenque 

Similarly painted texts on the capstones of other rooms within the structure show that 
his successors (and, presumably, descendants) continued to revere Ukit Kan Le'k Tok asa 
deified ancestor through much of the ninth century. He was certainly the greatest sovereign 


in all of northern Yucatán in his day. 


Right: The great, while stucco frieze on the Acropolis summit at Ek’ Balam aun 

- , < А 
тазіегріесе of late Classic Maya art. The huge fangs а! the entrance usher on Пи 
a Flower Mountain and the burial place of ће city’s kings. SU 


Overleaf: ЕК' Balam5 ball court can be seen on ће far right. The | 


annexed lo it may have been devoted to ceremonies involved il E ae 
ame. 
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СОВА 


Ever y Ma ya city is ditterent trom every her. anc Соба is no exce ріїоп. Located ar und and 
between five small lakes, a rarity in the northeast of the Yucatán Peninsula, it is п аде ı рої 
several discrete group: all linked by a lar је number of sakbe'ob: а! f these causeways taken 
к gether total over 150 kilometers (93 miles). An even longer закі 0 | ki | (02 


y west to the site of Yaxuná Оп a personal поје, ir 1948 | walked over a good 
рагі of this jungle highw av to reach Соба, then totally deserted except for occasion: 1 visits by 
Ma ya hunters in pursuit ol game like deer and осе! led ішке 
Cobá was founded about ۸ 100, perhaps by immigrant: from the southern lowlands, as 

it always retained a strong гезе mblance to cities like Calakmul althouah on a smaller scale 
Most of what one sees at ће site 15 Lale Classic in date, but not easy lo appreciate, as very few 
structures have been excavated or even restore d. There are also carved stelae, once again Ir 
poor condition due lo surface erosion But three of them are indeed unusual, for they rec yd ће 


beginning of the present Maya era (August 13, 3114 t n our own calendar) from a slarting 


point billions ol years In ће разі, ın what epigraphers have с 3led Ihe "Grand Long Coun 


^n Co «farad Не same kind ОЇ ¢ Anse || fel 
Shortly after the close of the eighth century, Соба suffered the same kind of collapse that befell 


its counterparts farther south, and was abandoned. Almost six centuries later it was reocc upied 


by late Postclassic Maya, most like! y coming In from trading communities on the east coast. On 


top of Собаз tallest pyramid (Моћосћ Mul, "Great ۸۷ und”) — probably by then in disrepair— 


a small, simple temple, totally out of scale with the giant that supported it. In another 


they placed 


я В Bs ات‎ РА خی بے کی‎ НЫ Е ars а cl 
group 15 another rather diminutive temple with hieroglyphic writing ٥" its exterior that bears a close 


similarity lo that on a surviving but very late codex (the Madrid Codex} Following the Spanish 
| ~ 


собе же, until its rediscovery in the late nineteenth century 
conquest, one hears of Соба no more, | 5 y 


MAYA RENAISSANCE IN THE NORTHERN LOWLANDS 


Opposite: One of Соба 5 

two ball courts, situated in 

the northwest part of the main 
site; it sports a pair of stone 
rings, a Central Mexican 
feature that was introduced 
іпіо the Maya area during 
the Terminal Classic 


Overleaf: The Моћосћ Mul 
(Great Mound) pyramid а! 
Cobá is of Classic date but 
із incongruously crowned 
with a diminutive Late 
Postclassic temple. 
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Гле Maya renaissance in the north сате to an end in the tenth century, when 


Yucatan became ће target ota major military and cultura takeover by a fore an 
peopie [hese nvaders were the Toltec, Nahua spe Jakers trom the central 

人 人 一 ~ جح‎ T ~ / | А 

Viexican ٢ а people ren embered and revered by ће later A “есе Тһе 


Тойес story begins with their capital, Tollan, “Place о the Reeds,” now known 


to be Ше ruined city of Tula in the state of Hidalg northwest of Mexico City. Founded 
کر ےک‎ ОЙЫ У A А ا‎ Sen 
sometime aer AD YUU, ас cordıng (о native accounts 1 Шап was ruled by а man known to 
his people as Topiltzin Quetzalcoatl (Our Honored Ruler the Feathered Serpent). In 987 


forced to leave Tollan with his 


following a power struggle within the city, Quetzalcoatl was 


setting off in a raft from the Gult Coast for a land to the east 


followers, eventua 


ly 


The Maya of Yucatan informed Diego de Landa, Yucatan's tirst bishop, that in a Камп 


that ended in AD 987, a great leader called K uk Кап, “Feathered Serpent іп Маус 
ready established city of Chichén 


seized the a 


arrived from the west, conquered Yucatán 
Itzá. and made it his new capital. This Toltec diaspora finished off the Puuk and other 


Terminal Classic cities, and so began the Postclassic era 


с ин ася edm, os P و‎ ЖҮ: 
There are various native chronicles and Spanish commentaries trom the Colonial period 


with the northern lowlands during ће Postclassic era, but these are often self- 


Muyil is strategically located that deal 

only 12 kilometers (7 У; miles) contradictory. The main problem lies with Maya chronology. By the close of the Terminal 
inland from the Caribbean Classic, the Maya Long Count was no longer in use, replaced by the so-called Short Count 
coast, and was connected lo a period of about 256۷ years representing 13 k'atuns of slightly under 20 years each, 


ће intense coastwise trade of 
late pre-Conquest times by а h successive k’atun being expressed by ће day on which it ended (which was 


canallagoon system. The city always the day Ajaw, prefixed by a number between | and 13). So, if something was said 
had a long occupation; this ur in a Камп 6 Ajaw, which particular Камп 6 Ajaw was it? For this reason, late 


temple-pyramid dates from - i 
than tł rlier part of the Maya sto 
ће Classic period d with more ambiguities than the earlier p ۷ гу 


with eac 


to ОСС 


Maya history 15 fille 
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CHICHÉN ITZA 


Designated by UNESCO аз a World Heritage center Chichén Itzá is the mos! ; 
archaeological site in the Americas. The name ot this tourist Mecca mear In ог! > 
of the Itza.” a reference to ће enormous, circular cenote, or deep natura! ۴ та! 

in its northern sector, and to ће Itzá, а people who had moved into the by then аба! Іопеа 


Chichén (as we shall henceforth call it) in the thirteenth century 
Chichén's impressive structures have been known since the Spanish invasion, when th: 

conquistador Francisco Montejo the Younger tried to found his own Ciudad Кеа Rc 

City," in their midst; but he and his soldiers were eventually thrown out by ۶ al Maya 

Chichén was visited and described in some detail by Bishop Landa in his "Account ої th: 

Я Things of Yucatán”; and the city is also given а prominent place in native Maya sources о! 


the Colonial period. During the Early Postclassic, it had become the capital of Yucatán and 


at that time was probably the largest city of Mesoamerica 

The first serious explorers to visit Chichén were Stephens and Catherwood, on 
their second voyage to the land of the Maya. Others followed throughout the nineteenth 
century, most notably the French explorer and photographer Claude-Joseph Desire 


Charnay, who was the first to point out the strong similarity between Chichén's buildinas 


The great four-sided Castillo of Chichén Itzá, dedicated to ће w orship of the 
Feathered Serpent god, K'uk'ulkan. It was built around до 900-1 100 in two stages 
the first temple-pyramid is completely enclosed within the later о TR 


one and can only be 
reached by ехсамајог 5 tunnels. / 


The style of both structures was introduced Бу Тойес 
invaders from central Mexico і 
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and sculptures and those of Ма, Hidalgo, 1 


ба ‚125 kilometers (700 miles) to the west 
as the crow f 


lie te 
С 25. Long-term excavations and reconstruction began in 1913 with the 
arnegie 
egie Institution of Washington, led by the ebullient Sylvanus Morley until 1930, 


when Carneai« т 
| -arnegie 5 interests turned toward the great Classic sites of the southern Maya 
ands. Other programs have 


low 


since been under the auspices of Mexico's National 
Institute of Anthropolog y and History (INAH) 

In spite о the immense size of this site and its overwhelming importance to Maya 
history, Chichen is ver, poorly known archaeologically. Unlike great Maya cities such as 
Tikal and Calakmul, or even Mexican ones like Tula and Teotihuacán АЕ SET VM 
been mapped in such a way that we can talk about it as an inhabited city of known extent 
Ihe dating, relative or otherwise, of its great structures is often in doubt (radiocarbon dates 
are amazingly scarce]; and there is still contentious debate about whether a Toltec period 


actually existed, with some extremists « laiming that the Toltec are a myth and that what 


looks "Toltec" is actually Late Classic Maya. Underlying all of this confusion is reluctance оп 
ће part ol archaeologists to admit that any “Mexicans” could have invaded and subdued 
their beloved Maya و‎ mindset that we have already encountered with the Teotihuacán 
invasion during the Early Classic 

Putting all this debate aside. one can only conclude that there was а Toltec period а! 
this site, that it can be dated to the Early Postclassic (ao 925-1200) and that it partially 
overlapped with the earlier Puuk-inspired occupation of Chichén. There is probably more 
stone sculpture here than at any other site in the Maya area of any period, and this is 


ample testimony for the introduction of Toltec traits originating in Tula. Chichén under Toltec 


domination was not only the greatest Mesoamerican спу of its day, but also a splendid 
hybrid between an older yet still prestigious Maya culture and one stemming from Tula 
The conquerors must have recruited some of the greatest architects familiar with the Puuk 


style, artists who could work in the Maya style, and priests imbued with the Maya gods 


and their iconography 


Completely new items abru 
4 for the Maya; dredged up from ће 6 of Sacrifice were 


from Panama, and a number of gold disks with repoussée 


pily appear in the archaeological record. One is gold and 


copper, hitherto unknown 
many copper bells, gold jewels 


scenes of Toltec warriors taking Maya captive and the like 
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This fragment of a building 
corner, with ils stack of Flower 
Mountain masks, is in Puuk 
style, and is evidence that 
Chichén was an importan! 
city even before ће arrival 

of the Toltec 


Class 


H ¬. totally absent during ће cei was 
Turquoise makes its first appearance, 100 totally 8 | New Mexico, ir 
acquired by the Toltec from mines іп ће Pueblo country с ee ка 
exchange for tropical specialties like parrot апа maca 


: ould be made. The reliefs on many square сом 
cacao beans Кот which chocolate could be made. T ۱ 
and door jambs at Chichén show Toltec war 


bv a blue bird flying downward, раааеа р! 
included a pillbox-shaped hat fronted by a blue bird flying | 


on one arm, and a mirror-like back shield. These Mexicar Пе! а ry dar па 4 
throwers, unlike the native Maya, who fought with thri J 5] 
painted murals showing the Toltec army in active combat aga ће | 

weaponry. Above many reliefs depicting these clearly г 1 


names, expressed іп a system that is сепатју non-Mayan but present al lula : 


been properly studied 


The strangest sculptures of this time are the recumbent statue mea Cha 
were first described and named at the end of the nineteenth century by the hiahly « 
British-born couple Augustus and Alice Dixon Le Plongeon, who actually conducted a 
scale dig at the site. They claimed [who knows why) that these ода sculptures repre 
a Maya ruler by this name, which means "Great Claw," and the name has stuck. There 
absolutely no Maya precedent for these sculptures, but they are found in western Mexi 


and notably at Tula, where one has a sacrificia 


Knife strapped to one arm. The mo 
surely are associated with heart sacrifice, a practice introduced to Yucatán by the Toltec 
(Ihe Classic Maya preferred decapitation). Chac Mools have had a long lite into our owr 


time, having been the direct inspiration for Henry М 


A ہا دا‎ << 5 и | 4 | 
Oore 5 renowned rec umbent sculptures 


The Puuk (Terminal Classic) structures are concentrated 


in the southern part of the site 


such as the so-called Nunnery, and its adjunct ће Iglesia (CI 


wurch). Here we find the usual 
Flower Mountain masks and other elements of 


Puuk architecture, but the Nunnery I 
important set of stone lintels with long hieroglyphic texts. The 


fire rituals and include names known to us | 


jas ап 
se describe such activiti 
rom Maya ethnohistoric lexts, 


es as 


most importantly 


This colonnade, adjacent to Chichén lemple of ihe Warriors 
with a flat roof, and is а type of architecture th 
their capital city, Tula, in the central Mexican 


Was once covered 


al was introduced by the lollec Кот 
highlands 
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what seems to have been the war lea 


der K'ak'upakal (Fierv Shi 
that these Inscriptions ind upaka! (Fiery Shield). |І used to be thought 


icated that Terminal Classic Chichén was governed by a triumvirate 


of ex 2۲۱86۲5, but the 
equal partners, but that conclusion is now in doubt 


We still do not know how the city was 
uilding usually ascribed to Terminal Classic Chichén is the Caracol, 


г | | 
circular structure БА 5 Е 

Лаг structure placed on а flat platform, and named for the snaiHike spiral stairway 
within И. | ۰ 


ruled. Ап unusual | 


а с 


П 1 / lve جح‎ г a © N 
۱۵۷ have been dedicated to the Maya wind god but could also have functioned 
asan observator у 


with sinh? eae НА 2423 eb sas | 
with sight lines that tracked the movements of the planet Venus against 
the horizon > 


The great monument of Toltec Chichén is ће world-famous Castillo; along with the 


Stone И 15 virtually an icon о Me 


Aztec Calendar Mexico. This ninetiered. тада 


pyramid (the 


second іо be built on the same spot) rises 29 meters [95 


ої) above the Great Plaza: its 


four stairways are flanked by Feathered Serpent balustrades. Bis hop Landa, an impeccable 


authority affirms that it was dedicated to K'uk ulkar Bi t it is an architectura | /brid the 


rooms of the superstructure are ( orbeled la technique nknown in the Mexican highlar as) 


but the jambs of its doorways have reliefs of Toltec warrio 


Not far northeast of ће Castillo is the Temple of the Warriors, а far grander version ol 


Tula's principal temple; as with the Castillo, there is an earlier ve: f the temple within 
After climbing the steps and passing by а Спас М Hiciants entered the principa 
structure between Feathered Serpent columns. Inside, its walls (and the walls ої the structure 
buried below) were painted with murals vividly depicting battle scenes апа human выраба 
involving Toltec and Maya warriors. In front and to the south ot the main temple аге 


+ 


ОЇ squared columns 


extensive, flat-roofed colonnades (а Tula specialty] with many hundred: 


ЕЕ са sn atarms some identified above with their names іп 
bearing reliefs on all sides of Tollec men at arms, some dentitied at є | 


Toltec glyphs 
The Great Ball Соип-- ће larges! known in 


Castillo. It is so мазі and yet has such extraordinary acous 
hestra here to lest them The court has the usual 


Mesoamerica — 15 situated northwes! of the 


tics that the conductor Leopold 


Stokowski once brought a symphony orc Ls ۱ 
` carved with entwined Feathered Serpents set high on each 
rith e ring carved with entwine - с 

shaped plan, with a ston 


а ( 1 el | а A ٦ | with which th gam з was pl : уес 2 15520 
x і t If ar а мћеп ћ > rubber ba e e w( ау 1 1 
W ||. 1 5 | | | ۷ р е ћ 


through such a ring, the game wa 
Below, the sloping batters are carved 


с over, but this must have happened very, very rarely 


with reliefs depicting teams of the contending players 
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The Castillo, viewed 
from one of Chichén’s 
М/о dance platforms. 


| ۸ 
іп a mixed Maya-Toltec style 


wall 15 ће Temple of the Jaguars, ¡ts exterior 
1 
1 


|. 
E 
|| coyotes, as іп Toltec Tula; the interior once h а 
| sophistication а fierce battle between Toltec ! 
now іп a Sorry state Ol deterioration 
|| 
| 


ү Аа 


plattorm carved on the sides with Impaled 


acent to this ba 


rack.” where the heads of sacriticed capt 
two other stone platforms оп which, accordir 


Human sacrifice is also the theme о! the : 


leading north trom the Great Plc 
evidence that this great natural ۷۲ 


their deaths from Toltec times through the Sp 


| been thrown into the cenote as offerings thre 
| gold, jade, wood, flint (even sacrificial knives 


copal incense. Some ої the ¡ad 
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ee ee 


MAYAPÁN 


By the thirteenth century, the compact, walled city ot Mayap 


as the capita of Yucatán and the northern Maya. The story ot Mayapár 


the tangled history of the people called Itzá. According to one scenario, these despi 
foreigners, who were said to have spoken Yucatec Maya badly, had arrived пот the 


Coast ої Campeche at the then-deserted city ої Chichén іп a K'alun 4 Ajaw | 224 
and resettled 1 They were led ру a man who са led himself Кок ulkan, which in the 


must have been more a title than a personal name 


па Камп 13 Ajaw (ao 1263-83), one group of Itzá founded Маус 
located about halfway between Mérida and the Puuk ruins to the south. А def 
completely encloses this miniature city, which covers only 6.5 square kilometers (7 yuare 


miles) By 1283, the Kokom—the ruling lineage ot the ltza—held the rulers from the rest 


Yucatan, and their families, as virtual hostages within the city walls, quaranteeing a ste 


flow of tribute into what was then the capital of the northern peninsula. The С: Irnegie 


archaeologists who completely mapped and studied Mayapán in the 19505 estimated а 
total population of between 10,000 and 12,000 people, although some have revised 
upward to 15,000-17,000 

The city is completely devoid of streets and avenues, house groups being located 


almost haphazardly like those іп the dispersed-urban cities of the Classic, but in a much 


Circular buildings in Postclassic Yucatán, like this example at Mayapán 
to have been dedicated to Ehecall, the wind god of central Mexico. In front. a Puuk 
style Flower Mountain mask, probably brought to the site from 


are beli evec ] 


a ruined Puuk ٥ 
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Opposite (gatefold front): 
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smaller space. As this part of the 
relied on water | 
Ma 


peninsula is extremely arid and rocky, the inhabitants 

| гот ап unusually large number of cenotes dotted among the compounds 
уарап is essentially a very small-scale version of Toltec Chichén, but both its art and 
architecture are shoddy compared to that of its great prototype. А! its center is a foursided, 


radial pyramid that we know Кот Bishop Landa was dedicated to K'uk'ulkan, the Feathered 
erpent god. Other buildings in 1l 


C 
Э 

е central area include three round temples геса وہ‎ 
Ct 


richén's Caracol, probably dedicated to the worship of the planet Venus as the Morning 
Star, and perhaps also to the wind god (we know that among the Aztecs, the Feathered 
Serpent deity was lord of both). Flower Mountain masks are featured on the exteriors 
of some structures but these may well have been removed from nearby Puuk ruins and 
reassembled by the city's architects 

Landa states that the dwellings of important lords were located near the city's ceremonial 
center, and the Carnegie excavations proved this to be the case. Within these colonnaded 


buildinas and shrines were found effiay incense burners of fired clay, depicting various 
g 9 ۱ f J 


A 


gods important to the Postclassic Maya such as the Maize God, ће long-nosed deity who 
presided over trade and commerce, and the monkey-man god of scribes 
па Камп 8 Ajaw (ao 1441-03), the Itza who still remained in Chichén abandoned 

it (Chichén was already falling into ruin when the Spaniards arrived}. At the same time, the 
Kokoms who reigned over Мауарап were overthrown in an internal revolt, and Mayapán 
was also abandoned. What happened to ће lizá afler these calamities? Most scholars 
believe the accounts describing a diaspora south to Lake Petén Itza in northern Guatemala, 
where thev founded a new capital on an island in the lake. This was Tayasal, the very last 


independent stronghold of the Maya; it was not to fall into the hands of Spanish forces 


until AD 1697 


аў 


X 


Opposite (gatefold back): 
Immediately east of the Castillo 
of Mayapón is a karge, а 
circular building tha! may 
have served as a temple of 
ће central Mexican wind 
god, Ehecatl, and as an 
observatory Юг naked-eye 
observation of the moon and 
the planet Venus. 
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TULUM 


Long-distance trade had been vital to the lowland Maya ever since the Late Frec 
because many necessities for both royals and commoners in one or an ther hy-slate 


not always available locally. These ranged from mundane but usetul products like obsidian 


for weapons and tools, and sa 


t (obtained either trom seaside communities or гот very 
rare salt springs}, to more prestigious elite commodities like jade, queizal feathers, ar ] 


| 
mportant trade routes were 


assic era the reallı 


cacao [chocolate beans). All during the C 


overland, but this kind of internal commerce plummeted in importance at the time ot the 
Maya Collapse 

However, by the late Postclassic (after about AD 1200), а new mercantile pattern 
was established that was almost entirely coastwise. Merchants now traveled in huge 
seagoing dugout canoes, paddling along a route that extended from the northwest coas! 
of Honduras, ор and around the Yucatán Peninsula, and down to the great international 
trading port of Xicallanco, where they would have met with their Aztec counterparts — 
and, of course, back again along the same route. There is reason to believe that valuable 
merchandise such as cacao traveled this way, and Mexican manufactures like copper 
bells. In August 1502, on his fourth and last voyage to the New World, while lying off 
the Bay Islands of Honduras, Columbus seized two of these merchant vessels, rowed 


by slaves. Aboard one, under a canopy, were the merchant and his family, and a large 


The paintings in Tulum's Temple of the Frescoes are in a late Postclassic "International 


Style,” strongly influenced by the tradition of codex painling among the Mixtecs 
of Oaxaca 
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ISFCOPper ornaments and tools, finely woven textiles. and what 
the admiral's son called almand Г 
еа endras, ог "almonds We know that ће |анег were cacao 
beans, but Columbus could п Ка 
Е 1 ша never have grasped what they were used for, as he never 
actually touched کی لام ما‎ АЕ 
у а upon те shores ої Mesoamerica, where ће might have discovered how 
no 1 15 паде апа f med 
he entire Caribbean coast of the peninsula is dotled with numerous Late Postclassic 
|; | t them q Jll апа th fairl jae masonry tures thickl ated 
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е ра ne оа! Jll ports апа depots Юг this maritime trade, as this 
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side of ће Castillo of Tulum structures. Here 15 Stephens ігопіс ( | ۷ | اہو‎ 
о), using his usual camera IU ida. a box-like device that threw 


lescription of his companion attempling to draw one o 


The general shoddiness of 


Tulum's buildings (ће Castil 


Iulum masonry was disguised round-glass screen 


rate image on a Y 
by thick coats of plaster ап accurc 9 


TWILIGHT or тне ANCIENT MAYA 215 


Opposite the foot of the steps was а square terrace, with steps on all four of its sides, 

but the platform had no structure of any kind upon it, and was overgrown with trees 
under the shade of which Mr. Catherwood set up his camera to make his drawing; and 
looking down upon him from the door of the Castillo, nothing could be finer than his 
position, the picturesque effect being greatly heightened by his manner of keeping one 
hand in his pocket, to hide it from the attack of moschetoes [sic], and by his expedient о! 


lying his pantaloons around his legs to keep ants and other insects from running up 


Tulum is a diminutive settlement (опе can scarcely call it а "city") with a truly spectacular 
setting, perched upon a low cliff fronting the blue-green waters of the Caribbean. A small 
соме would have furnished some protection for trading canoes putting in to its shore 
Enclosed on three sides by a defensive wall and on the fourth by the cliff, it probably 
never had a population larger than 500 to 800 people, living along a single "street" in 
thatched houses placed on low platforms. The Castillo is its most prominent structure, and it 
looks rather like a diminutive, crudely built version of Chichén's Temple of the Warriors. It is 
reached from the west, or land, side by a staircase, and one enters the vaulted rooms on 
top between two very eroded Feathered Serpent columns. On my first visit over sixty years 
ago, there was a Talking Cross—a dressed wooden crucifix— set up on a table in one of 
ће rooms. 

The most notable structure at Tulum is the two-storied Тетріе of the Frescoes. The walls 
of its rooms were once completely covered with murals, painted in a late, non-Maya mode 
apparently based upon the codices (folding-screen books) of the Mixtec of Oaxaca. in 
ће Mexican highlands. Aptly called the "International Style," it was widely distributed 
among the late, pre-Conquest sites of southeastern Mesoamerica. The murals in this temple 
depict gods and goddesses engaging in various activities: one goddess grinds maize on 
а тејаје (stone quern], another carries small images of the rain god Chahk. The upper 
facade of another temple features а winged, diving deity in polychromed stucco, believed 


Tulum twosstoried Temple of the Frescoes. Faces of the old С reator God are sculpted 
on the corners of the lower story 
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On the left, the Temple of 
ће Diving God at Tulum 

an example ој ће роог 
construction prevalent in Late 
Postclassic times along the 
Yucatan coast, on the eve of 
Ihe Spanish invasion. On the 


right is the Castillo 
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ajaw Maya title meaning “king” or “lord.” 

atlatl Маћџа! (Aztec) word for a leverlike wooden tool for hurling darts or 
spears with great speed and force. 

backrack An elaborate construction of wood and feathers worn on the 
backs of royal dancers 

celt A small polished axe of jade or other stone. 

cenote large, limestone sinkhole partly filled with water 

chultun Botle-shaped рії cut into underlying limestone; used to collect water 

codex Latin word for a Maya book, made of bark paper folded in screen or 
accordion fashion, with individual pages coated with polished white gesso 

corbel arch Arch, roughly V-shaped in cross section, formed of overlapping 
courses of stone and capped with a flat stone 

Emblem Glyph A complex glyph identifying a named individual as a "Holy 
King” of a particular city-state. 

Hunahpu One of the Hero Twins іп the Popol Vuh, identified 
archaeologically by the black spots on his face and body 

INAH Acronym of Mexico's Instituto Nacional de Antropología e Historia 

Кант Calendrical period of 20 tuns (7,200 days) 

k'inich “Sun-eyed” or "sunfaced," a solar title taken by some Maya kings, 
especially at Palenque. 

Long Count The day-to-day count of a Maya cyclical calendar made up of 
bak'tuns, k'atuns, tuns, winals, and k’ins, starting on a day in 3114 вс. It 
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tenth centuries. 
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talud-tablero Architectural style originating in Teotihuacán, in which temple 
platforms consist of an oblong entablature (tablero) over а sloping batter 
(talud). 

tzompantli Nahuatl (Aztec) name for the platform and upper framework that 
held the skewered skulls of sacrificed captives. 
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